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Abstract
Performance of Singaporean and Egyptian Pupils in International
Reading Tests: A Study in Comparing Curricula

Dr. Mahmoud M. Elmahdy Salem Dr. Nora Mohamed Amein Zahran

Assistant Professor of Comparative and Lecturer of Curriculum and Methods of
International Education Teaching Arabic

Faculty of Education - Ain Shams University ~ Faculty of Women - Ain Shams University

Comparing Curricula is a multidisciplinary research field that focuses on
the analytical study of curriculum in foreign cultural contexts. This aims to develop
and improve teaching and learning within a nation-state, ensuring it aligns with both
societal and global contexts. Recently, interest in international comparative studies
of curriculum has increased due to the spread of international educational tests.
Different countries of the world compete to participate in these tests and benefit
from their results, which help policymakers, educational leaders, teachers,
academics and the general public in assessing the quality of the education system,
and searching for best practices that support improving pupils’ performance and
achieving the desired learning outcomes.

The Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) is an
international survey conducted every five years by the International Association for
the Evaluation of Educational Achievement, and it is widely recognized as the
leading standard for assessing fourth-grade pupils’ reading skills in their native
language. International practices confirm that countries whose pupils perform well
and rank highly in PIRLS have high-quality reading curricula, effective teacher
professional development programs and activities, and a quality school and home
environment that supports reading teaching and learning.

Singapore is a role model in international reading test results, as its pupils
achieved first place in PIRLS 2021. This outstanding performance reflects the
guality of its education system in general, and the quality of the reading teaching
and learning system (reading curricula, reading teachers, school environment, home
environment).

The current research therefore seeks to propose a set of procedures to
enhance the performance of Egyptian pupils in PIRLS, based on Singapore’s
experience; in accordance with the reality of Egyptian Society and its cultural
coherence, which enables pupils to achieve advanced performance in the coming
rounds. To achieve that, the research uses the comparative method.

Keywords: Comparing Curricula, International Educational Tests, Progress in
International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS), Singapore.
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