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This research is an attempt to contribute to linking language 

with books of jurisprudential heritage. It examines selected 

examples of semantic deterioration in Kitab al-Umm by Al-Shafi'i 

(d. 204 AH). Among its objectives is to benefit from the findings 

of modern linguistic studies in analyzing linguistic evidence to 

uncover semantic deterioration and its implications in Kitab al-
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Umm. The research also aims to document the positions of some 

interpreters and lexicographers regarding this phenomenon.  

The researchers concluded that certain words in the 

linguistic examples from Kitab al-Umm have undergone semantic 

change and that the book contains numerous instances of semantic 

deterioration. This indicates that the Arabic language, like other 

languages, is subject to change and evolution. 

Keywords: Semantic change, semantics, semantic 

deterioration, Kitab al-Umm, Al-Shafi'i.. 

       

     

      

  

           

           

        

      

 "    

             

     

                                                           

1 22

2 4



305 

 

            

              

     

204



306 

 

 الأول: انحطاط الدلالة؛ المفهوم والمصطلحـمبحث ال
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