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Historical developments of the Mayomas port of Gaza in the

Byzantine era

) sl ot f #1055

o E W
QlS.LE.'aé@fgZ.Ia.ésasjs.sfjjb.;.jC%JU@MMaiumasGazas}wuﬁu;l:.?».)..{.‘
s Al B ey Lo 6,0 ol S ¢ i)l IS & jlax 5l day
Bde 0 BLaT W5 g 558 dyde S5l 3 (5002 L0 A OB (S colredl Gy Jool )
Al o olon o ad g5 tallns w5 el M a5 (3 mgd i 8o i ¢ Jol g2
&bl Slaldl Gan fah s GaE 165 ety LelSe b 5 im0 5 duds
de e IV (daland [ blwdl S Aol bl eas a5 3 o
oS \S o300 3 Conged g Loy Bide lilal amis M e slll Gga | S055
B35 Lol oY 52 ] ol e il g A1 Al Sl i) domnal) 418 Gle!
iplad¥ly dwbdl ol pall oS0las iS558 alople elie G b gl (Bl s clinee

allang 4 o ot 2 dll 5

SV oo = i 5l il =l — 358 — e sle 1IN IS

) dnalr = OIVIES = o 1 puaall )6 e bwa 312 (%)



Abstract

The port of Maiumas Gaza is a historical landmark that goes
beyond merely being a maritime point; it served as a cultural beacon
during the Byzantine era, distinguished by its ability to merge diverse
cultures and foster communication between communities. It also
played a pivotal role in the prosperity of the city of Gaza itself.
Several factors combined, and various changes unfolded, contributing
to the development of Maiumas Gaza and shaping its features,
transforming it from a small port into a thriving city with significance
and importance. This transformation was achieved thanks to certain
imperial policies that helped guide the destiny of the port, particularly
the decrees of Emperor Constantine I, which shaped the port's identity
by granting it numerous privileges and vital advantages that promoted
its growth. The residents' conversion to Christianity also reflects the
religious changes that swept through the region, leading to profound
social and cultural transformations. Ultimately, the history of
Maiumas Gaza illustrates how political, economic, and religious
factors intertwined to shape its identity and legacy.

Keywords: Mayomas - Gaza - Palestine - Byzantine era - Peter the
Iberian
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@ Edward Lipinski, Marna and Maiuma, in Latomus, Vol.72, 2013,(pp. 919-
938), pp.934-35; Konstantina Menizu-Meimare, Der ,yopiéctorog
paiovpds", in BZ., vol.89, 1996, p.60; Nicole Belayche, “Pagan Festivals in
Fourth-Century Gaza”, in Christian Gaza in Late Antiquity, ed. Brouria
Bitton-Ashkelony and Aryeh Kofsky,Brill, Leiden, 2004,p.18.n.80.
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1860,cols.3431-3432.
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Nicole Belayche, Pagan Festivals, p.15-16.
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@ The Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity, 2 vols., ed. Oliver Nicholson,
Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2018,vol.2, p. 946.

@ Sozomen, The Ecclesiastical History, In A Select library of Nicene and post-
Nicene fathers of the Christian church, 14 vols., Trans. Henry Wace and
Philip Shaff, The Christian Literature Company, New York, 1891, vol.2,
p.328.

®) The Piacenza Pilgrim(Antoninus Martyr ), The Holy Places Visited, in The
library of the Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society, Trans. Aubrey Stewart, Col.
Wilson, London, 1887, p.26.

® Theodosivs, De situ Terrae Sanctae im &chten Text, Trans. J. Gildemeister,
Bonn, 1882, p.17 .

®) Martin Meyer, History of the City of Gaza: from the earliest times to the

present day, Columbia University Press, New York, 1907, p.8.
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Journal of Humanities and Social Science, VVol.5, No.12, 2015, p.49.
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313; Sozomen, The Ecclesiastical History, p.332 ; Theodosivs, De situ Terrae

Sanctae, p.17.
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London, 1930, vol.7, p.277; Claudius Ptolemy, The Geography, Trans. E.
Stevenson and J.Fischer, Dover Publications, New York,1991,p.128.
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@ Jerome , Life of St. Hilrion,In the Fathers of the church A New translation,
Early Christian biographies, trans. J Deferrari and others, Fathers of the
Church Inc., New York, 1952, vol 15, (pp.245-286), p.247; Sozomen, The
Ecclesiastical History, p.328.

@ Strabo, The Geography of Strabo, p.277; Claudius Ptolemy, The
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Sozomen, The Ecclesiastical History, pp.262, 328.

Cf. also, Martin Meyer, History of the City of Gaza, pp.8, 60 ; Carol A. M
Glucker, The city of Gaza in the Roman and Byzantine periods, BAR
International Series 1987, p.43; Leah di Segni, “The Territory of Gaza: Notes
of Historical Geography”, in Christian Gaza in Late Antiquity, ed. Brouria
Bitton-Ashkelony and Aryeh Kofsky,Brill, Leiden, 2004, p.45; Encyclopedia
Judaica, ed. Fred Skolnik, Second Edition, Vol. 13,the United States of
America, 2007, p.407; Jean-Baptiste Humbert & Ayman Hassoune,
Description of the ramparts, p.6; Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient
Synagogues, p.307; Moain Sadeq, Christian Topography, p.49.

@) Sozomen, The Ecclesiastical History, p.262.

®) Leah Di Segni, An Introduction to Late Antique Epigraphy in the Holy Land,
TS edizioni, Milano, 2022, p.25.
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Nicholas Baker-Brian and Shaun Tougher, Springer Nature, Switzerland,
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University Press, Oxford, 2023, pp.185-186.
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Schick, The Christian Communities of Palestine From Byzantine to Islamic
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@ Zachariah of Mytilene, The Life of Severus, Trans. Lena Ambjorn, Gorgias
Press,New Jersey, 2008, p.100.
Cf. also, Yizhar Hirschfled, the Monasteries of Gaza, p.75; Cornelia B.
Horn, Asceticism and Christological,p.213.
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Pauline Allen «C.T.R Hayward, Severus of Antioch, Routledge, New York,
2004, p. 5 ff.

@ John Moschos, The Spiritual Meadow, trans., John Wortley, Cistercian
Pubilcations, Michigan, 1992, p.136.
Cf.also, Yizhar Hirschfled, the Monasteries of Gaza, p.77; Francois Neyt,
“La formation au Monastére de l'abbé Séridos a Gaza”, in Christian Gaza in
Late Antiquity, ed. Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony and Aryeh Kofsky,Brill,
Leiden, 2004, p.154.

®) Francois Neyt, La formation au Monastére , p.153.
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@ Jean Rufus, Plérophories,pp.13, 24,97,102 .

@ Severus Patriarch of Antioch, The Sixth Book of the Select Letters of Severus
Patriarch of Antioch in the Syriac Version of Athanasius of Nisibis, 2 vols.
trans. E. Brooks, Oxford, 1903, p.102.

®) zachariah of Mytilene, The Life of Severus, p.100.

“ passione e miracoli di s. Mercurio, Trans.Tito Orlandi, Cisalpino-Goliardica,
Milano, 1976, p.97.
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@ Theophanes, The Chronicle, p.237.

@Jean Rufus, Plérophories, p.128; Aeneas of Gaza, Theophrastus with Zacharias
of Mytilene: Ammonius, trans.Sebastian Gertz <John Dillon <Donald Russell
,Bloomsbury, London, 2014« p.95.

@) Zachariah of Mytilene, The Life of Severus, pp.20,56,80.

@) zachariah of Mytilene, The Life of Severus, p.100.

®) pseudo-Zachariah Rhetor, The Chronicle of Pseudo-Zachariah Rhetor Church
and War in Late Antiquity, Trans. R. Phenix and C. horn, Liverpool
University Press, Liverpool, 2011, P. 4.
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@ The Expositio Totius Mundi Et Gentium: Its Geography And Its Language ,
Trans. Jesse Woodman , MA Thesis , The Ohio State University, 1964, p.31.

Cf. also, The Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity,vol.1, p. 646.

@ Mark The Deacon, The Life of Porphyry, p.68.

® Asher Ovadiah, “Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue at Gaza
(Preliminary Report)”, in Israel Exploration Journal, vol. 19, 1969, p.195;
Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.332.

“) Jean-Baptiste Humbert & Ayman Hassoune , Description of the rampart, p.57

®) Moain Sadeq, Christian Topography, p.53.
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@ Mark The Deacon, The Life of Porphyry, p.68.

Cf. also, Carol A. M Glucker, The city of Gaza, p.47.

@) Sozomen, The Ecclesiastical History, p.396.

Cf. also, Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony & Aryeh Kofsky, The Monastic School, p.17.
®) Jerome , Life of St. Hilrion, p.258.

“) Jerome , Life of St. Hilrion, p.257.
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W Asher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.197.
@ Sozomen, The Ecclesiastical History,, p.262 .

®) Nicole Belayche, Pagan Festivals,(pp.5-22), p.6.
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@ Jerome , Life of St. Hilarion , p.258.

Cf. also, Carol A. M Glucker, The city of Gaza, p.45.
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Carol A. M Glucker, The city of Gaza, p.44; Yizhar Hirschfled, the

Monasteries of Gaza, p.68.
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@ Carol A. M Glucker, The city of Gaza, p. 23; Herbert Donner, The Mosaic
Map of Madaba, p.76; Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues,
p.308; Moain Sadeq, Christian Topography, p.49.
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@ Carol A. M Glucker, The city of Gaza, p. 23.
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WAsher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue,p.196;
Encyclopedia Judaica, p.407 ; The Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity, 2
vols., ed. Oliver Nicholson, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2018,vol.1,
p.647.

@Asher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.193:
Carol A. M Glucker, The city of Gaza,p.6; Steven H. Werlin, The Late
Ancient Synagogues, p.309.
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®)Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.309.

®Asher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.195:
Asher Ovadiah, “The Symbolic Meaning of the David-Orpheus Image in the
Gaza Synagogue Mosaic”, Liber Animus 59, 2009, p.301; Carol A. M
Glucker, The city of Gaza, p.6; Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient
Synagogues, pp.316-317.
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Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.310.
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WAsher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.195;
Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.332.
il AT B (V)ad s ) sem (A oo el s landy (5 )SE (28105 ) m lail -
@Asher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.196.
Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.335.
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WAsher Ovadiah, Gaza Mainmas 1976, in Israel Explosion Journal, vol. 27,
1977, (PP.176-78), p.176.

@ Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, pp.310-311.

®) Asher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.198.

@) Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.337.
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@) Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.308.
@ Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.338.
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Anthony Grafton «Glenn W. Most <Salvatore Settis, The Classical Tradition, The
Belknaq Press, Cambridge, 2010, p.664.
®Asher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.195:
Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.332.
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WAsher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.196.
Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient Synagogues, p.335.

@Asher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.197.

®) " Herbert Donner, The Mosaic Map of Madaba, p.76. Steven H. Werlin, The
Late Ancient Synagogues, p.310.
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@ Herbert Donner, The Mosaic Map of Madaba, p.76; Asher Ovadiah, Gaza
Mainmas , p.176.
@Asher Ovadiah, Gaza Mainmas , p. 177.
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“  Herbert Donner, The Mosaic Map of Madaba, p.76; Asher Ovadiah, Gaza
Mainmas , p.176.
®) Asher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p.197-98.
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WAsher Ovadiah, Gaza Mainmas, p. 177.
@Asher Ovadiah, Gaza Mainmas), p.176.
®Asher Ovadiah, Gaza Mainmas, pp. 177-178; Steven H. Werlin, The Late
Ancient Synagogues, p.308.
®Asher Ovadiah, Gaza Mainmas, pp. 177-178.
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WAsher Ovadiah, Gaza Mainmas , p. 178; Steven H. Werlin, The Late Ancient
Synagogues, p.308.
@ Carol A. M Glucker, The city of Gaza, p.12.
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@ Sozomen, The Ecclesiastical History, p.396.

Cf. also, Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony & Aryeh Kofsky, The Monastic School, p.17.

@ The Acts of the Council of Chalcedon, Trans. Richard Price and Michael

Gaddis, Liverpool University Press, Liverpool, 2005, pp.298, 339.
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@ John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian, p.107.
Cf. also, Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony & Aryeh Kofsky, The Monastic School, p.25.
@ The Acts of the Council of Chalcedon, pp. 146, 283, 360.
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®) John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian, p.113.
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@ John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian, p.113-115; Pseudo-Zachariah
Rhetor, The Chronicle of Pseudo-Zachariah, p.118.

Cf. also, Cf. also, Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony & Aryeh Kofsky, The Monastic
School, p.52; Cornelia B. Horn, Asceticism and Christological, p.89.

@ John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian, p.103.

®) Lucien Regnault, “Moines et Laics dans la Région de Gaza au Vie Siécle”, in
Christian Gaza in Late Antiquity, ed. Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony and Aryeh
Kofsky,Brill, Leiden, 2004, p.183; Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony & Aryeh
Kofsky, The Monastic School,pp.28, 213.
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@ John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian, p.119.
Cf. also, Cornelia B. Horn, Asceticism and Christological, p.90.
@ John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian, p.121.
Cf. also, Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony & Aryeh Kofsky, The Monastic
School, p.53; Cornelia B. Horn, Asceticism and Christological, p.90.
®) John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian, p.123.
“ John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian, p.159.



(YeYe [oAg) & nall 42 )W) Aol ot

dony sy o e\ iy wol 55 (Y1 e a8 e ela s
iyl e

05855 eV o Gl il a5 o ele e JWaT 4 35
O oo JB aly iy ot iy G boie o s pliml JS &)
e e (A e gle (e o8l 0 s ] O (e AL S
Crgadke § ) o kot o 030 0T U ) ] oAUbTs ol 55
Ao Lo 0S5 ol 5 b 35,8 sl a8 BT 5V Lo
2l ol pe o gmanly ©pldl e 15806 (35 15 sy ¢l
Oogigds Jo il b oy 3 38 A1 BUL Laasetdl oda peltid
o S N 5 (5 S Jlem VI (3 LA 055 )Lay dms |3 | 618 gl 5
Gols g 3 Ladl 0 Al Glls J2e 1585 o5 (Mo s (3 pLT 836 5l
) S8 4 3 |3 Vim0 O] s s (e 3 OIS Ui Y1 OIS O
Oba Jls gledl 550 o cpials Lol 1515 S aas,ladly poadll e
Al Y1 G 3 S il Geeslll

BRERE RS P SR POV PP SN (RCR ) PRRE
A1 5 ) 4 SV ey 35 s o805 s ) V)
R ek (Sl ok B Cge (ugdsy O
3 ils cands o sy O adll G (ST CUS o U3 aie i

Cf. also, Carol A. M Glucker, The city of Gaza, p.51.
@ John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian,p.275.
Cf. also, Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony & Aryeh Kofsky, The Monastic
School, p.31.
@ John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian,p.279.
Cf. also, Cornelia B. Horn, Asceticism and Christological< pp.17, 188.
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@ Jean Rufus, Plérophories,p.11.
Cf. also, Cornelia B. Horn, Asceticism and Christological,p.38.

@ Cornelia B. Horn, Asceticism and Christological, p.38.

®) Conciliorum omnium tam generalium quam particularium, quae iam inde a
Quinta Synodo Constantinopolitana Usque ad Synodum Constantiensem
habita, Secundvs Tomus, coloniae Agrippinae, 1551, pp.41-42; Acta
conciliorum et epistolae decretales, ac constitutiones, Summorum
Pontificum. Tomus Secundus, ed. Jean Hardouin, Claude Rigaud , Paris
,1814, pp.1342-1346.

Cf. also, The Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity, vol.2, p.946.
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Acta conciliorum et epistolae decretales, pp.1342-1346.

Cf.also, A dictionary of Christian biography and literature to the end of the sixth
century A.D., with an account of the principal sects and heresies, ed. Henry
Wace and William Piercy, Boston,1911, pp.555-556.

@ Joanne Patriarcha Hierosolymitano ,Vita Sancti Patris Nostri Joannis
Damasceni, pp.479-480 .
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Robert Schick, The Christian Communities, p.400.
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Asher Ovadiah, Excavations in the Area of the Ancient Synagogue, p199.
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BZ: Byzantinische Zeitschrift
IEJ: Israel Explosion Journal

IFAO:

Institut Francais D'Archeologie Orientale

PG: Patrologia Graeca
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Acta conciliorum et epistolae decretales, ac constitutiones, Summorum
Pontificum. Tomus Secundus, ed. Jean Hardouin.Claude
Rigaud , Paris, 1814.

Aeneas of Gaza, Theophrastus with Zacharias of Mytilene: Ammonius,
trans. Sebastian Gertz JJohn Dillon (<Donald Russell ,
Bloomsbury, London, 2014.

Claudius Ptolemy, The Geography, Trans. E. Stevenson and J.Fischer,
Dover Publications, New York,1991.

Conciliorum omnium tam generalium quam particularium, quae iam inde a
Quinta Synodo Constantinopolitana Usque ad Synodum
Constantiensem habita, Secundvs Tomus, coloniae Agrippinae,
1551.

Eusebius, Life of Constantine the Great , Trans. Philip Scaff, Henry Wace,
in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of
Christian Church, 14 vols., The Christian Literature Company,
Oxford, 1890, vol.1.

Excavations at Nessana Non-Literary Papyri, 4 vols., ed. Casper J.
Kraemer, Princeton Legacy Library, Princeton, 1958.

Flavius Josephus, The Works of Flavius Josephus Containing The
Antiquities of The Jews, 4vols, Trans. William Whiston,
London, 1806.
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9- Joanne Patriarcha Hierosolymitano ,Vita Sancti Patris Nostri Joannis
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10- John Moschos, The Spiritual Meadow, trans., John Wortley, Cistercian
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