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Apsimar's rebellion against Emperor Leontius, his seizure of the

throne, and his wars against the Muslims
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Abstract
This research aims to shed light on the subject of the Rebellion

against the Byzantine Emperor Leontius (695/698 AD), and the reasons
that led to this Rebellion, as the leaders of the Byzantine fleet rebelled
against him, led by the “droungarius Apsimaros”. Emperor Leontius had
sent the Byzantine fleet to retake the city of “Carthage” from the hands
of the Muslims, but the Byzantines were defeated, and during their
return, the leaders of the fleet rebelled and declared Apsimar emperor,
after killing the commander of the fleet and his loyal soldiers. They were
able to enter Constantinople and arrest Emperor Leontius, cut off his
nose and tongue, and exiled him to a monastery in Constantinople. Some
of his aides and followers were also exiled, others were killed, and their
money was confiscated. Apsimar was declared the new emperor instead
of Leontius, and he called himself " Tiberius" and thus became "Tiberius
II". The study aimed to investigate the foreign policy of Apsimar,
especially his wars against the Muslims, who were constantly attacking
Byzantine lands. Tiberius (Apsimar) appointed his brother Heraclius as
commander over all the themes of Asia Minor, and Heraclius fought
several wars against the Muslims.

Keywords: Leontius, Apsimaros, Tiberius, droungarius , Byzantine

Empire
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