oI bl 3By (3 8 ylall s B ol
{AY—\ « [a—¢ O, ye

Banking and bankers in the Maghreb and Andalusia

from the 4-6 century AH, 10-12 AD
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Abstract

This research deals the banking and bankers in the Maghreb
and Andalusia from the fourth to the sixth century AH, the tenth to
the twelfth century AD, as that period witnessed a great
commercial boom between the Maghreb and Andalusia and the
countries of the Islamic East and Europe. As a result, new
commercial and financial transactions appeared in the markets,
and the banking movement flourished, and other banking services
related to it such as transfers to money changers, and checks and
bills of exchange issued and cashed through them, which were
widely used in the markets of Maghreb and Andalusia. Moreover,
banking and bankers facilitated commercial transactions, and
reduced the risks of carrying money long distances. The people of
the covenant, specifically the Jews, were the people who worked
most in this profession. This research dealt with the definition of
banking and bankers and the most important Maghreb’s and
Andalusian currencies used in that period. In addition, the research
discussed the currency exchange rates, currency fraud operations
and the role of money changers in them, and the work they did
such as exchanging currencies and evaluating their quality and
weight, mortgaging and lending, lending with interest, and
methods of controlling money changers. The research also referred
to the exchange markets in the most important and famous
Moroccan and Andalusian cities such as Kairouan, Sijilmasa,
Maghreb’s and Seville. Finally, the research discussed the transfer
to money changers, and the checks and bills of exchange
associated with them.

Key words: Banking, bankers, checks and bills, Jews, Maghreb and
Andalusia
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