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The policy of the German emperors to impose feudal

sovereignty over the Kingdom of Denmark (1131-1241 AD)
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Abstract

Denmark represented, from the perspective of German
emperors, an important border region that they sought to extend
their influence over through two main axes. First: sending
missionary expeditions to spread Christianity and establish cultural
and religious influence. Second: working to install rulers loyal to
German policies, thereby ensuring the achievement of imperial
interests.

This step marks the beginning of a period during which German
emperors made numerous attempts to exploit the political conflict
over the Danish throne to impose feudal sovereignty over Danish
kings. Therefore, this research examines the German emperors'
policy in imposing feudal sovereignty over the Kingdom of Denmark
(1131-1241 CE) through the following elements: the relationship
between the German Empire and Denmark before the
Hohenstaufen era, the Danish Civil Wars (1134-1157 CE) and the
invocation of German sovereignty over Denmark, Frederick
Barbarossa and the consolidation of feudal sovereignty over
Denmark, Valdemar | (1157-1182) and submission to German
sovereignty, Knut VI (1182-1202) and the rejection of German
sovereignty, Henry VI and the collapse of sovereignty over
Denmark, the German Civil War and the end of German sovereignty
over Denmark, Frederick Il (1216-1250) and the failure to restore
German sovereignty over Denmark.

Keywords: Germany, Empire, Denmark, Sovereignty, Feudalism.
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Adam of Bremen: History of the archbishops of Hamburg-Bremen; trans
F. J. Tschan, New York, 2002, pp. 186- 187; Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta
Danorum: The History of the Danes, Vol. 1, ed. Karsten Friis, Oxford,
2015, p. 11.
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H. Vogt & Other, New York, 2016, pp. 45- 46.
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Annales Waldemariani, in Annales Danici Medii Avi, ed E. Jorgensen,
Kobenhavn, 1920, p. 80; Annals of the house of Hanover, collected by
Sir Andrew Halliday, vol. 1, London, 1826, pp. 216- 217; Helmold: The
Chronicle of the Slavs, trans. F. J. Tschan, New York, 1966, 227- 228.

@ The Danish medieval laws, pp. 3- 4.

® Jensen (K. V.): The Blue Baltic Border of Denmark in the High Middle
Ages: Danes, Wends and Saxo Grammaticus, in Medieval Frontiers
Concepts and Practices, edited by David Abulafia, New York, 2002, pp.
177-178.
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190; Ole: Kirker rejses alle vegne, p. 137.
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pp. 137- 138; Hybel: The Nature of Kingship, pp.128- 129.
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@ Helmold: The Chronicle of the Slavs, pp. 225- 226; Renning: Beyond
Borders, p. 75.

@ Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta Danorum, p.1055; Chronicon Roskildense, p. 33;
Annales Lundenses, p. 79; Annales Ryenses, p. 81; Ole: Kirker rejses alle
vegne, pp. 137- 138.

® vol.2, p1075..
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@ Rgnning: Beyond Borders, p75.

@ Annals of the House of Hanover, p. 214- 215; Ole: Kirker rejses alle
vegne, p. 138.

© Annales Ryenses, p. 81; Helmold: The Chronicle of the Slave, pp. 226- 227.
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@ Annals of the House of Hanover, pp. 215- 216.
@ Saxo Grammaticus, p. 1081..

® Helmold: The Chronicle of the Slave, p. 227.
“ Rgnning: Beyond Borders, pp. 111- 112.
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@ Rgnning: Ibid. Cit., pp. 111- 112.
@ Chronicon Roskildense, p. 33; Annals of the House of Hanover, pp. 216-
217.
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@ Knytlinga saga: The History of the Kings of Denmark, p. 154; Annales
Ryenses, p. 81; Annals of the House of Hanover, pp. 216- 217; Rgnning:
Beyond Borders, p. 1+ €.
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Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta Danorum, p. 1089.
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(M Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta Danorum, p. Y +95; Annales Ryenses, p. 81; The
Works of Sven Aggesen, pp. 71- 72; Annales Waldemariani, p. 80; Corsi:
Elite Networks and Courtly Culture in Medieval Denmark, pp. 169- 170.

@ Chronica Albrici Monachi trium Fontium, in Monvmenta Germaniae
Historica, ed G. H. Pertz, Tom. XXIIl, Hannoverae, 1874, p. 844;
Chronicon Roskildense, p. 33; Helmold: The Chronicle of the Slave, p.
228.
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Canby (C.) & Lemberg (D.): Encyclopedia of Historic Places, p. 85.

® Otto of Freising: The Deeds of Frederick Barbarossa, pp. 200- 201; Freed:
Frederick Barbarossa, p. 214.
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Canby (C.) & Lemberg (D.): Encyclopedia of Historic Places, p. 827.

W Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta Danorum, vol. 2, p. 1207; Chronica regia
coloniensis (Annales maximi colonienses) cum continuationibus in
monasterio S. Pantaleonis scriptis, aliisque historiae coloniensis
monumentis, Monumentis Germaniae historicis recusa, Hannoverae, 1880,
p. 113; Annales Ripenses, in Annales Danici Medii /vi, ed E. Jorgensen,
Kobenhavn, 1920, p. 150; Menzel (W.): Germany from The Earliest Period,
Vol. 2, New York, 1899, p. 526.
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Annals of the House of Hanover, pp. 283- 284; Kirker rejses alle vegne, p.
162; Corsi: Elite Networks and Courtly Culture in Medieval Denmark, p.
139.

@ Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta Danorum, vol. 2, p. 1479; Annals of the House of

Hanover, p. 279.
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Canby (C.) & Lemberg (D.): Encyclopedia of Historic Places, p. 747.

@ The Chronicle of Arnold of Lubeck, trans G. A. Loud, New York, 2019, pp.
87, 89; Annals of the House of Hanover, pp. 279- 280.

® Annals of the House of Hanover, pp. 283- 284.
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M Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta Danorum, vol. 2, pp. 1481, 1£AY, 14Ae; Annales
Waldemariani, p. 88; Annales Sorani 1130- 1300, p. 89; Annals of the
House of Hanover, pp. 284- 285; The Chronicle of Arnold of Lubeck, p.
87.
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M The Chronicle of Arnold of Lubeck, p. 93; Chronicon Roskildense, p. 33;
Annales Waldemariani, p. 88; Knytlinga saga: The History of the Kings of
Denmark, p. 176.

Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta Danorum, vol. 2, p. 1503.(Y)
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Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta Danorum, vol. 2, p. 1503.
3 Hybel: The Nature of Kingship, pp. 132- 133.
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(M Bagge (S.): Cross and Scepter, The Rise of the Scandinavian kingdoms from
the Vikings to the Reformation, Oxford, 2014, p. 41.
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Canby (C.) & Lemberg (D.): Encyclopedia of Historic Places, p. 547.
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@ Poole (A. L.): Frederick Barbarossa and Germany, in The Cambridge
Medieval History, Vol. 5, Contest of Empire and Papacy, New York,
1926, p. 407.
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Canby (C.) & Lemberg (D.): Encyclopedia of Historic Places, p. 1035.
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(M Saxo Grammaticus: Gesta Danorum, vol. 2, p. 150V; Larrea (B. E.): Polity
Consolidation and Military Transformation in Medieval Scandinavia, A
European Perspective, ¢.1035- 1320, Boston, 2023, pp. 90- 91.

@ Annals of the House of Hanover, p. 301.

@ Larrea: Polity Consolidation and Military Transformation, p. 90.
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Chicago, 2002, p. 310.
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