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The installation of the Mongol Khagan and the reception ceremony of
ambassadors in the light of the report of the Franciscan missionary

John of Plano Carpini (1245-1247 AD)
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Abstract

This study deals with the description of the rituals and
ceremonies followed in the assumption of a new Khan to the Mongol
throne, as well as the reception of ambassadors at the imperial court.
This description came through a report written by the Franciscan
monk John Carpini, who was sent by Pope Innocent IV to Karakorum,
the capital of the Mongols, in order to preach Catholic Christianity
among the Mongols, and to call on the Mongol khans to submit to the
papacy, and then to establish a military alliance between them to
eliminate the danger of the Muslims.

Despite the failure of the mission on the political and religious
level, its benefit was great in the information it left behind about all
aspects of life in Mongol society. The importance of the information
contained in Carpini’s report is due to the fact that he was an
eyewitness. Circumstances led him to remain among the Mongols for
several months. He was also destined to attend the inauguration of
Kuyuk Khan for the Mongols, and he witnessed the stages of
preparation for the celebration of the Khan’s accession to the throne,
as well as how the Khan received the ambassadors who came from
different places to renew their allegiance to the Mongols, carrying
valuable gifts for the Mongol Khan. Carpini gave a detailed
description of the instructions that any foreigner who sets foot on
Mongol land must adhere to, and the rituals followed when entering
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and standing before the Mongol Khan, until he leaves the country of
the Mongols.

It is likely that the image of the Mongols in the minds of
contemporary societies was nothing more than a people of rough
barbarians, who were far from all forms of civilization, but the image
conveyed by Carpini - in some respects - says otherwise. It was an
organized society governed by strict laws (Yassa), and the Mongol
court had an organized life that proceeded according to certain rules,
and there were customs and traditions from which no individual in

Mongol society could deviate.
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