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Geographical criteria for the establishment of military forts and
seaports in Islamic Egypt - applied study on the Sultani Trail
and the Red Sea ports
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Abstract

This interdisciplinary study aims to highlight the intersections
between history and geography across time and space. It examines the
geographical criteria that determined the locations of military forts and
their associated Thoughtir along the northern coasts of Egypt,
particularly in the Sinai Peninsula, with a focus on those connected to
the Sultan's Road) Trail(. Additionally, the study illustrates the
significance of Egypt's most important ports on the western shores of
the Red Sea during the Islamic period. This entails an analysis of the
natural characteristics of the Egyptian coasts and the routes associated
with military forts and ports. Besides, the study explores their role in
the development of desert regions such as the Sinai Peninsula and the
Eastern Desert. It also presents the key geographical principles for
establishing military forts and seaports, including water availability,
coastline shape and depth, and topography. The paper concludes with
a case study of military forts along the Sultan's Road and significant
Red Sea ports like‘Aydhaband Al Qusair.The findings reveal clearly
that the strategic importance and distinctive geographical features of
the Mediterranean coast, particularly in Sinai, led sultans and rulers to
prioritize the location of military forts and Thoughiir there Unlikethe
Red Sea’s coast.

Key Terms: Military forts -Geomorphology- Geoarchaeology-
Aydhab.
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