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The Problem of National Identity Among Egyptian Historians
in the Islamic era: Al-Magrizi as Amodel (Historical Vision)
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Abstract

The historical Egyptian school during the Middle Ages—
particularly during the Mamluk era—stands out with distinctive
characteristics that underscore its unique identity compared to
other schools of historical writing in the Islamic world. The
Egyptian school successfully established a prominent position
in several fields where Egyptian historians demonstrated
exceptional skill. Remarkably, many aspects of historical
writing in which Egyptian historians excelled emphasized
Egypt's distinctiveness and adhered to a framework of regional
historiography. This focus reflects what can be described as an
"early sense of nationalism," manifesting a distinctly regional
Egyptian identity as evidenced in sources from the Islamic
periods. It is plausible to argue that Egyptian historians
developed a historical narrative specific to Egypt during the
Islamic eras. These historians systematically reinforced and
expanded this narrative, presenting substantial evidence to
affirm Egypt’s national identity, which set it apart from other
regions within the Islamic world.
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