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Abstract

Conceptual transformations of the critical language in contemporary
Egyptian art

The concepts of critical language in contemporary Egyptian art have
evolved with societal changes resulting from various local and external
factors, leading to a shift in the concepts of art. This shift was closely
tied to the artistic and intellectual practices emerging from conceptual
transformations, especially during the Modernism and Postmodernism
periods. The critical language concepts of modern art in Egypt were
associated with the emergence of art through the Fine Arts School,
where its artists blended European artistic concepts with those of
cultural heritage and societal issues, thus creating a critical language
committed to the dualities of art.
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The concepts of critical language further transformed with the
conceptual shift in art during the Postmodern era in Egypt, moving from
individualistic language, closed off to the self, to a language of collective
discourse. This shift took into account the collapse of distinctions
between the various fields of art and judgment, emphasizing that the
idea itself is the source of value in the artwork. It required conceptual
transformations in performance styles, the use of diverse materials, and
the incorporation of technology in visual art.

With the onset of the 21st century, the concepts of critical language
evolved with a new shift in the values of art due to societal changes. It
became necessary to develop a critical language that aligns with
concepts of expressive sensitivity toward the collective unconscious
regarding shared issues. This is reflected in works that appear satirical,
humorous, and ironic, calling for reflection and contemplation on both
local and global life matters.
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