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The Self and the Other in Women's Autobiography

A Case Study of Radwa Ashour.

Samah Ali Mohamed Abdullah.

Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic Studies
and Arabic for Women, Kafr EI-Sheikh, Al-Azhar University,
Egypt.

Email: Samah_ali@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research aims to contribute to creating a new image of women’s

literature through the exploration of the concepts of "self' and "other' in
the autobiographical narrative of the author, who succeeded in
transcending the domestic/private sphere into the horizons of the
external/public sphere. The study also seeks to uncover the structural
elements of the autobiographical genre and attempt to discern the
characteristics of feminine identity in both content and form. The study
followed a descriptive—analytical methodology that relies on reading and
interpreting ideas and perspectives to achieve the targeted conclusions.
Among the key findings is the author's exposure to several factors of
upbringing, scientific formation, and psychological development, which
shaped her perspective on ”self/identity,” women, the East, as well as
her view of the "other," including men, ideologically different groups, and
the West. This perspective is objective and complements the male view,
contributing to a balance in culture that diminishes some of the discord
that has affected our cultural reality. Additionally, it was found that the
blending of literary genres in the autobiographical form is not attributed
to postmodern thought but rather to the inherent nature of writing the
self within a unified framework, governed by a set of strict rules. The
research also concluded that certain traits of feminine identity were
prominent in both content and form, reflecting the psychological
differences and distinctions in characteristics and abilities between men
and women.

Keywords: Self and Other, Women's Autobiography, Dr. Radwa
Ashour.
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