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The impact of the Corona pandemic on Egyptian agricultural
crop exports and imports
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Abstract :

The Corona pandemic constituted a global economic crisis, as it
cast its repercussions on all aspects of economic life, in a way
that made experts and specialists raise their predictions regarding
the occurrence of a serious economic contraction, based on the
state of recession and economic depression that the pandemic left
behind in the first months of its beginning Given the nature of the
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Corona pandemic in that it is a health disaster with an existential
threat to humanity, it has created a real obstacle to the flow and
dynamism of economic life at the global level, which has led to a
reduction in the pace of economic activity in the world and a
decline in the wheel of production, and due to the growing effects
of the pandemic and its widening scope, Global economic growth
rates declined, global demand declined significantly, and
international trade in goods and services was affected as a result
of the restriction of transportation Supply chains were disrupted,
with the effects of the pandemic extending to global oil markets,
causing unprecedented collapses. This was also the case in the
global labor market, which was clearly affected. To mitigate the
economic effects of this crisis, many countries in the world
rushed to take a package of measures to revive their economies
and faced difficulty in doing so. Due to the complexity of the
task of adhering to budget restrictions and spending limits in
light of the strong repercussions of this pandemic and the high
degree of uncertainty about its future.

The coronavirus, known as COVID-19, has been described as a
“black swan event” () at a time that can only be described as the
calm before the storm in the face of many international and
regional transformations, and even geopolitical transformations
witnessed by the international arena. It was never expected that
this epidemic, which first appeared in China in late December
2019, would turn into a global pandemic with major
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repercussions on the nature and structure of the international
system. On another level, the epidemic threatened the political
stability of countries, which prompted leaders around the world
to exploit the situation to impose authoritarian policies, as the
risks of instability are supposed to increase the longer it takes to
control the epidemic. The Corona virus crisis had many effects in
all areas in the agricultural field, agricultural products and the
economy Despite the circumstances of the Corona pandemic
during 2020 and the decline in international trade by more than
25%, an unprecedented boom was achieved in the field of
agricultural exports during 2020, which everyone witnessed, as
the total volume of fresh Egyptian agricultural exports to various
countries of the world amounted to about 5.2 million tons, with a
value of about 2.2 billion dollars, equivalent to 33 billion
Egyptian pounds, in addition to exports of processed and
packaged agricultural products. The report also referred to the
support of exporters and agricultural producers, as coordination
was made with the Central Bank of Egypt and its approval was
obtained for agricultural producers and exporters to benefit

Activities related to agriculture and agricultural manufacturing
from the industry financing initiative with an interest rate of 8%
annually. The report explained that by the end of 2020, the total
number of foreign markets to which Egyptian agricultural
exports are penetrated reached (150) importing countries, and the
total number of exported items reached more than 255 goods and
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items, all of which is in the interest of the Egyptian product. The
number of markets that were opened in the last three years
amounted to more than 38 markets, including (11) export
markets for (7) export crops that were exported during 2020.
These markets include the New Zealand market for oranges, the
Argentine, Uzbek and Brazilian markets for citrus fruits, the
Indian market for potatoes, Indonesia for onions and EI Salvador
for pomegranates. The report stressed that among the most
important of these markets is the Japanese market, which
required difficult procedures until the approval was given for the
first time to open the Japanese market in November 2020 for
Egyptian citrus exports, which is considered a new certificate
Coordination is currently underway to open more Japanese
markets to Egyptian exports of grapes and pomegranates. The
agriculture report indicated that it succeeded in lifting the ban
on all agricultural products exported to some Gulf countries and
lifting the restrictions and additional checks that were imposed
by the European Union countries on Egyptian exports of grapes
and strawberries. We will explain the impact of the Corona
phenomenon on agricultural exports and imports through our
research.
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Russia 405.843 4.693 171.883
Spain 286.308 27.125 196.958
UK 274.762 38.489 N/A
Italy 232.664 33.340 155.633
France 188.625 28.771 68.268
India 186.371 5.269 88.808
Germany 183.370 8.602 165.200
Turkey 163.103 4515 126.984

1 oMaall
covid-19 coronavirus pandemic. 14/08/ 2021 23h. Disponible sur
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/#countries.
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