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Abstract :

The Arabian Gulf region includes many Arab countries such as Saudi Arabia, the Emirates, Oman,
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, and Iraq, which are the Gulf Cooperation Council countries except Iraq.
The countries in the Arabian Gulf region depended on fishing and pearl extraction, and trade was
the first stop for Arab traders. In the modern era, due to the extraction of oil and gas in the region,
these countries developed rapidly. Since the population of most Gulf countries is small, this led to
an increase in the per capita income to levels higher than those in neighboring countries, and to a
shortage of labor as well, all of which are factors that motivate people in South Asia to travel to the
Gulf countries to work and earn money, as Umm Issa, the Filipino maid, did in the novel. Because
these countries have a common environment and similar societies, the writer Saud Alsanousi
dedicated his novel to the environment of the State of Kuwait. The title "Bamboo Leg" is indicative
of the crisis of the hero Issa, as the relationship between the bamboo leg and the plight of the novel's
hero (Issa), who belongs to Kuwait through his father from a wealthy, distinguished family. While
the painful thorn in his heart, which imposes diaspora on his destiny, appears to be represented in
the other side that besieges his life (his mother, the Filipino maid). Although he was born from a
secret marriage in Kuwait between a wealthy man and his maid, his childhood was miserable, as it
was witnessed in the jungles of the Philippines, after his mother was forced to take him to her
family. Under the influence of his mother’s stories, Kuwait seemed small to him on his horizon and
in his dreams, like a paradise in which he had a share; it was his country and his father’s country.
Issa says to himself: “If it were like a bamboo tree, it has no affiliation.. You cut off a part of its
stem.. You plant it without roots in any land.. The stem does not take long until new roots sprout for
it.. It grows again.. in a new land.. without a past.. without memory.. He does not pay attention to
people’s differences over its name. Kawian in the Philippines. Bamboo in Kuwait... or Bamboo in
other places") (. The novel deals with the life of Issa through five chapters: starting with "lIssa
before birth", then "lIssa after birth", then "Issa the first wandering", "Issa the second wandering",
and the fifth chapter "Issa on the margins of the homeland". And a final conclusion under the title
"Issa turns back".

The method followed in the research: This research follows several methods according to the
nature of the subject; including the social method, the historical method, the psychological method,
and the analytical artistic method.

Keywords: Bamboo stalk - Saud Al-Sanousi - Kuwait - Philippines - Identity - "Al-Tarouf" family -
Issa.
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