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Using extracurricular activities to develop some soft skills

and their impact on productive thinking among kindergarten

children to meet the challenges of the twenty—first century

Abstract:

The research aimed to measure the effectiveness of using
extracurricular activities to develop some soft skills, and their impact on
productive thinking among kindergarten children; to face the challenges of
the twenty—first century. The research sample consisted of (70)
kindergarten children aged (5:6) years, and they were divided into two
groups; a control and an experimental group, each consisting of 35 boys
and girls. The researchers prepared the following tools: a soft skills test
illustrated for kindergarten children, a soft skills observation card for
kindergarten children, and a productive thinking scale illustrated for
kindergarten children.

The results showed the effectiveness of the research program in
developing soft skills among kindergarten children, as well as its clear
positive impact on the growth of productive thinking. The results showed
a strong positive relationship between the growth of the cognitive and
performance aspects of soft skills and the growth of productive thinking
skills among the children in the research sample. The results also
showed the persistence of the learning effect after a month of the post-
measurement.

Keywords:

Extracurricular activities — soft skills — productive thinking — challenges of
the twenty—first century.
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