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The descriptor associated with the plural of its

adjective: AStudy in Pattern and Semantics

This study explores the syntactic pattern of the descriptive plural,
exemplified by constructions like “so-and-so is one of the scholars,"
aiming to maintain consistency in portraying the described entity
within the plural descriptive framework, emphasizing its qualities of
perfection and renown. Additionally, it explores subsidiary purposes
such as self-reflection and highlighting the significance of the plural
descriptive sentence based on contextual implications. The research
aims to scrutinize the sentence patterns where the described entity is
associated with its plural adjective form, elucidating the various
forms, structural characteristics, and semantic functions inherent in
this construction. Structured into an introduction, conclusion, and
four patterns categorized by the conjunction employed as a
differentiating criterion, the research delineates the association with
these four patterns: min, ma’a, fi, and ba’a. This research found that
the semantic function of the conjunction (min) and its equivalent
forms play a semantic role in facilitating the aggregation of the
described entities within the plural framework. This is substantiated
by examples made by early Arabic language users to underscore the
descriptive aspect by placing the adjective before the conjunction,
as demonstrated by phrases like “He is honorable among the
nobles”. Conversely, Qur’anic usage predominantly limits the
adjective to describing the subject as in "And He is of the truthful
ones" [Yusuf: 27]. This syntactic framework underscores the
descriptive nature of the construction, characterizing singular forms
as rigid descriptors and interpreting their plural forms as inherently
descriptive. The utilization of 'the descriptive plural' with the
definite article 'Al'—denoting nationality connoting perfection or
referencing a covenant indicating fame—underscores the
significance of descriptive intent within this construct, rooted in the
essence of titular meaning.

Keywords: conjunction, nationality or covenant, descriptive plural,
descriptor.
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