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Abstract:

The present study aims to test the validity of the statements of
rational choice theory (rationality - cost-benefit analysis -
maximizing benefit - preferences - limitations - improvement) in
explaining the justifications for marital choice among girls. In view
of the importance of marriage as the cornerstone of the societal
structure, and begins with the formation of the family, which is the
basic social unit and the founding nucleus of society, and in view of
the remarkable transformations it has witnessed in recent years,
hence the importance of the study to examine the impact of these
transformations on the marital choice and its justifications among
girls.

In her field study, the researcher relied on the descriptive method by
applying the case study tool, as this approach is suitable for
collecting deep qualitative data on the phenomenon in question, and
20 cases were selected in a snowball manner from unmarried girls,
with different ages and different economic and educational level.
The results found the efficiency of the rational choice theory in
explaining the justifications for marital choice among girls: girls
have the ability to balance the benefits and costs of each
justification for their marital choices according to their economic
and educational levels and place of residence; Potential based on
some ideal human capital traits such as education, culture, work,
good manners and commitment to a monogamous relationship.
There are a number of physical constraints such as marriage
facilities, family such as parents' conflicting opinion with girls on
the conditions of choice, social such as the desire for independence
in marital housing, and cultural such as completing education and
retaining a job. Which the girls face during the selection process.
Girls' reaction to these restrictions varies according to their
educational, cultural, economic and place of residence.
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