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The Secret Eleusis Rites In Ancient Greece
Amaal Mohammed Ebrahim Othman
Specialization of ancient history (Greek and Roman) at the
Department of Department of Ancient Greek and Roman
History Faculty of Arts, EI-Mansoura University, Arab
Republic of Egypt.
E-mail address: amaaletmanl@gmail.com
Abstract:
This research deals with the talk about the Eleusinian
Mysteries in ancient Greece through the theoretical framework
established by French scholar VVan Gennep in his seminal work
"The Rite Of Passage". Rituals are defined as organized
symbolic actions that mark significant transformations in
individual and societal life, comprising three primary stages:
rites of separation from the previous state, liminal rites as an
intermediate phase, and rites of incorporation into the new
identity.
The Eleusinian Mysteries stand as one of the most significant
religious practices in ancient Greek history, spanning
approximately two millennia. Originating in Eleusis, these
mysteries later expanded to Athens and Greek colonies in
Asia. Their profound religious and social significance is well
documented in the writing of notable figures such as Isocrates
and Cicero.
The mysteries were structured in two distinct levels: the Lesser
Mysteries, serving as preliminary rites, and the Greater
Mysteries, which were more esoteric and deeply secretive.
These rituals were stringently protected, with death penalties
imposed on those who revealed their secrets. Various peoples,
including the Celeans, Cretans, and Spartans, participated in
these sacred ceremonies.
Keywords: Mystery Religions, Eleusinain Mysteries,
Gnosticism, Demeter, Persephone, Priestly Organization.
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LeaSiay (o 5l ol Japmal) 3 0l ) (a3 0SSl 50 Aim gl )
AV e 20my o ) el i) ppdali) JUayY duaiadis (A 5 e g8 S

O sadd st 5, S e Ak (S st ).

( *Pindar, Olympian Ode 2. 57 ff (trans. Conway) (Greek lyric C5th B.C
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! Theodoropoulou.A, (2017), Eleusis, the Seeds of Life: A Philosophical
Journey, Vol. 18, No. 1, https://hdl.handle.net/10520/EJC-eabd1f6f3, p20
2 Verplanke. J, (BA).(1987), THE FUNCTION OF THE NIGHT IN
ANCIENT GREEK RELIGION: AN EXPLORATION OF THE
ANCIENT WORLD BETWEEN DUSK AND DAWN, Research Master
Faculty of Humanities Leiden University, p 44
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Lo, gl Uy 8 el Juadl (e WIS AN, ugngay ugalyof
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1 CJ Wood — Wood, Charles James (2010) "The Eleusinian Mysteries.,"
The Open Court: Vol. 1900: Iss. 11, Article 3. Available at:
https://opensiuc.lib.siu , p679

2 Mylonas, (1961), "Eleusis and the Eleusinian Mysteries" , p. 229.
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1 Ogden,D.(2001), Greek and Roman necromancy, Princeton university
press, p170,171
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1 Otto, W. F, (1939), "The Meaning of the Eleusinian Mysteries",
Princeton University Press, p.36

2 van den Berg. R, (2003) ‘BECOMING LIKE GOD’ ACCORDING TO
PROCLUS' INTERPRETATIONS OF THE TIMAEUS, THE
ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES, AND THE CHALDAEAN ORACLES,
BICS, Volume 46, Issue Supplement_78, ( 189-202), p.201
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1 Aamodt, C.(2006), "Priests and priestesses in mycenean greece",
(published doctoral dissertation), University of Nottingham, p26
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! Hoppal, M., &Molnar, A.(Eds.).(1993), Shaman: Journal of the
international society for shamanistic research, 1 Szeged: Molnar and
Kelemen, p8

2 STRUBE.C.(1870), STUDIEN UBER DEN BttDERKREIS VON
ELEUSIS., LEIPZIG, p26
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1 Aristophanes, Frogs, 325
2 Ogden,D.(2001), Greek and Roman necromancy, Princeton university
press, p40
sl ) (B (L) S s sa; (Ve V)l sl daal) Gaal) Jlas o7
Vo acs alallcpead (pe daals clay A< ‘(B‘)‘}Ail..bﬁ ‘);\s':)a\‘)jﬁd :\JLNJ_"‘._.,’_Q’:\M\J
4 Xen. Hell. 6.3.6
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1 CARL STRUBE.(1870), STUDIEN UBER DEN BttDERKREIS VON
ELEUSIS., LEIPZIG, p.30
2 pausanias, 1.38.2
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1 Xen. Hell. 2.4.20

2 Clinton, K. (1974). The Sacred Officials of the Eleusinian Mysteries.

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, p. 52.
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William.S. (ed.).( 1867) Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and
Mythology. Vol. I1I. Boston: Little, Brown, & Comp., p1026.
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1(1) Brumfield, A. (1997). Cakes in the Liknon: Votives from the
Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore on Acrocorinth. Hesperia: PASA, 66(1),
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2 Diodurs Siculus, Library of History, 15.49.1
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**Beekes, Robert S. P. (2010) Etymological Dictionary of Greek (Leiden

Indo-European Etymological Dictionary Series; 10), with the assistance
of Lucien van Beek, Leiden, Boston: Brill
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