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Medicine (TCAM) Among Malaysian Adults, Op Cit, pp 312, 313.
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4 American Cancer Society, New York, USA, 2021, p 6.

5 T. R. Mamidi And Other's, Alternative Medicine: New Ways To Treat Diseases And Therapies, Indian
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¢ Rajendra Pavagada, Complementary And Alternative Medicine, University Of Auckland, Faculty Of
Medical And Health Sciences, Auckland, 2004, pp 3, 4.
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Social determinants of alternative medicine practices
and their impact on health level
"A field study on a sample of alternative medicine

practitioners"

Prepared by

Al-Shimaa Hassan Ismaeil Sorour
Lecturer of Sociology,
Faculty of Arts - Alexandria University

Abstract

The research aimed to describe and analyze the social
determinants of alternative medicine practices and their reflection on
the health level. This research belongs to descriptive research, which
aims to describe alternative medicine practices and identify all aspects
related to it. The social survey was relied upon for a sample of
alternative medicine practitioners, numbering (8) respondents, and a
sample of recipients of this type of medicine, numbering (22)
respondents, using the interview guide as a tool for collecting data. The
theory of "communicative action" is one of the theories relied upon to
interpret the research topic. The theory of "functional integration” was
also relied upon for the need of individuals to achieve a type of health
integration and achieve a better health level. The research results
showed that alternative medicine has a long history and is greatly
linked to the health culture of individuals. Alternative medicine
practices are diverse, and individuals' sense of the safety,
effectiveness, and low cost of alternative medicine treatments is one of
the motives for individuals' tendency to practice alternative medicine.
Culture, social class, age, gender, educational and health levels are
the most important social determinants of alternative medicine. Reality
indicates a better future for alternative medicine especially if there is
some kind of joint cooperation between it and modern Medicine.

Keywords: Alternative medicine, social determinants, alternative
medicine practitioners, health level.



