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Representations of Violence and Weakness in the Play
" Blasted " by Sarah Kane

An Analytical Reading of the Human Relationships of the
Characters in the Context of War

Abstract

This research provides an analytical reading of Blasted by British
playwright Sarah Kane, shedding light on the representations of violence
and vulnerability through its modernist structure and symbolism, which
reflect the depth of contemporary human issues. The play stands out as
one of the most striking works depicting the devastating impact of war on
individuals and human relationships. It reveals the complex interplay
between physical, psychological, and social violence, highlighting human
fragility in the face of destructive forces. This makes it a shocking model
of In-Yer-Face Theatre, where violence is used as a tool to provoke
awareness and challenge perceptions of the brutality of human existence.

The study employs both descriptive and literary analytical methods
to examine how Kane portrays these themes through her characters and
narrative structure. The findings indicate that violence in the play
manifests on multiple levels, ranging from individual aggression to
collective violence linked to war, reflecting the physical and
psychological devastation experienced by the characters. However,
vulnerability is not presented as the opposite of violence but rather as its
counterpart. The characters’ fragility is revealed in their surrender to the
destructive forces surrounding them, raising questions about the role of
violence in shaping human identity.

Kane adopts a non-traditional narrative style, blurring the
boundaries between reality and fantasy, the individual and the collective,
granting the text a modernist quality that mirrors the chaos of the world it
portrays. Through the use of shock and violence, the play urges the
audience to confront human suffering on a deeper level, surpassing
conventional theatrical techniques. Additionally, Kane employs
symbolism to offer a critical perspective on social and political violence,
making Blasted a work that challenges taboos and compels the audience
to reflect on the nature of humanity amidst destruction and violence.
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