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Effectiveness of a Training Program based on Augmentative and
Alternative Communication in improving some daily life Skills in deaf-
blind children with Usher Syndrome

Dr. Mahmoud Rabea Ismail Al-Shahawy Dr. Kamellia Mohamed Abdel Latif Elwakeel

Assistant Professor of Visual Impairment Lecture of Visual
impairment
Faculty of Science of Special Needs Faculty of Science of Special Needs
Beni Suef University Beni Suef University
Abstract;

The research aimed at improving some daily life skills (eating
and drinking skills, dressing and undressing skills, personal care skills)
in deaf-blind children with Usher syndrome using a training program
based on augmentative and alternative communication, and measuring
the continuity of the program's effectiveness after the follow-up period.
The sample consisted of (5) deaf-blind children with Usher syndrome
enrolled in the Arak Association in Beni Suef Governorate and the Sawa
Association in Giza Governorate for the Rehabilitation of People with
Multiple Disabilities, aged between (6-9) years, with an average age of
(60.7) and a standard deviation of (14.1). The researchers relied on the
quasi-experimental approach with a single-group design and a case
study. The tools included a form to collect initial data on the case
Children, the daily life skills scale, and the training program based on
augmentative and alternative communication prepared by the
researchers. The program consisted of (60) sessions for (15) weeks, at a
rate of (4) intensive sessions per week. After statistically processing the
data, the results showed a statistically significant difference at the level
of (0.05) between the average ranks of the children's scores in the pre-
and post - tests on the daily life skills scale in favor of the post-tests, and
the absence of a statistically significant difference between the average
ranks of the children's scores in the post- and follow-up tests on the
daily life skills scale, which indicates the effectiveness of the training
program based on augmentative and alternative communication, and its
continuity in improving some daily life skills in deaf-blind children with
Usher syndrome.

Keywords: Augmentative and Alternative Communication - Daily Life
Skills -Deaf-Blind children - Usher Syndrome.
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