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The Institution "Formation of Arab Thought" and Its Stance on
the Prophetic Sunnah: Analysis and Critique

Ahmed Nabawy Ahmed Makhlouf

Department of Hadith and Its Sciences,Faculty of Fundamentals of
Religion and Preaching, Al-Azhar University, Assiut Branch, Egypt.
Email: nabawy84@hotmail.com

Abstxract

The so-called "Formation of Arab Thought" institution was launched on social media
platforms and websites, with its first annual conference held in Cairo on Saturday, May
4th, 2024. This event stirred considerable debate within Egyptian, Arab, and Islamic
intellectual circles, leading to a wave of suspicions, claims, objections, responses, and
discussions—mostly on social media platforms.

This study aims to provide a serious scholarly discussion of some of the institution’s
perspectives regarding the Prophetic Sunnah and Seerah (biography of the Prophet), as
the Seerah is an integral part of the Sunnah. The responses presented in this paper adhere
to a profound academic methodology that avoids personal attacks, focusing instead on
addressing the core issues in a calm, balanced, and rational manner.

The study emphasizes the capability of the scientific methodology established by
[slamic scholars—particularly the Hadith scholars—to address, analyze, and refute
doubts and criticisms using evidence, reasoning, and intellect. It affirms that the
Prophetic Sunnah serves as the interpretation, clarification, and explanation of the
Qur'an, and that religion cannot exist without it. Many of the objections raised against the
Sunnah stem from either a misunderstanding of its texts or a lack of the necessary tools
to engage with them effectively.

The study concludes that the institution’s efforts represent an attempt to critique the
Sunnah—and consequently the Seerah—through the lens of modern and postmodern
critical methodologies, which reject the sanctity of sacred texts, including the Qur'an and
Sunnah. Their approach substitutes the authority of divine texts with the authority of the
"sacred intellect," elevating individual reasoning as the ultimate arbiter of truth while
disregarding established scholarly methods.

Additionally, the institution employs selective readings of texts, detaching them from
their context to portray them as contradictory to reason and logic, thus encouraging their
rejection. This methodology heavily relies on adopting the arguments of certain
Orientalists, despite their historical refutation and demonstrated inaccuracies

Keywords: Formation, Sunnah, Critique.
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