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Abstract

The Arab brain drain is part of the brain drain from developing countries, which
represent the best of their human capital and the organized and creative element
in the production process. It has been called brain drain and is considered a
manifestation of the imported social, cultural, scientific and economic imbalance
(the effect of imitation) in developing countries. UNESCO describes brain drain
as an abnormal type of scientific exchange between countries characterized by
one-way flow or what is known as reverse technology transfer. This basic brain
drain is due to the failure of some developing countries to care for the minds of
their citizens (intellectual unemployment), which leads to external brain drain,
which is the migration of Arab minds abroad, as well as internal brain drain, with
some scientists tending to withdraw and live on the margins of life and directing
all their attention towards science or other material interests.

Keywords: Arab brain drain phenomenon, intellectual unemployment.
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ABSTRACT

International migration is of great importance in the process of
human development if it is properly employed and utilized. Migration
has supported global economic growth, contributed to the
development of countries and societies, and enriched many cultures
and civilizations. It has continued to play an important role, whether
at the national, regional or global level.

In a 1999 World Bank report, published under the title "Knowledge in
the Service of Development", we can read that "poverty is not limited
to lack of money only, but also lack of knowledge." Knowledge and
information represent a weapon against competition. They are more
powerful and valuable than natural resources. Evidence of this is the
success achieved by countries that possess the best and finest
information, using it skillfully and ingeniously to be able to excel in
the market efficiently. Possessing intellectual capital, which includes
rights, patents and authorship, in addition to all that an individual
possesses in countries, makes them more competitive.

Thus, new sources of competitive advantage have emerged from
human creation, including the ability to invest in the human mind, as
it is considered the most important factor of production inputs in the
human factory; and information is represented as the most important
of these outputs.

The Arab brain drain represents part of the brain drain from
developing countries; which represent the best of their human capital
and the organized and creative element in the production process;
and it has been called brain drain and is considered a manifestation
of the social, cultural, scientific and economic imbalance imported
into developing countries; UNESCO describes brain drain as an
abnormal type of scientific exchange between countries
characterized by one-way flow or what is known as reverse
technology transfer.

This basic brain drain is due to the failure of some developing
countries to care for the minds of their citizens (intellectual
unemployment), which leads to external brain drain, which is the
migration of Arab minds abroad, as well as internal brain drain; with
some scientists tending to withdraw and live on the margins of life
and directing all their attention towards science or towards other
material interests.
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