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Attitudes of Jordanian Journalists towards employing digital
spread verification tools to confront fake news across the Internet

Abstract:

This study aims to identify the extent to which Jordanian journalists use digital
verification tools to verify the news flowing on internet, as well as to identify the
mechanisms used in media institutions to verify the validity of the news and
information flowing on social media networks by a poll of (200) individual
journalists working in Jordanian media institutions. This study belongs to
descriptive studies in which the survey method was used to identify journalists'
uses of verification tools by using the questionnaire as a tool to collect data. The
study reached a number of results, the most important is that Jordanian journalists
have the ability to distinguish between fake and reliable news by relying primarily
on official sources to verify the news, represented by Jordanian news sites and
international news sites via the Internet as sources for obtaining news and
information.

These journalists also have the ability to deal with verifying the news flowing over
the Internet, which had a high arithmetic mean of (2.65) and a standard deviation of
(0.52). and also they have the ability to use verification tools available online to
verify news and information before publishing it, to protect society out of their
social responsibility. The results also revealed that there is a high degree of
agreement among Jordanian journalists regarding the dimensions of social
responsibility entrusted to them in verifying fake news published on websites and
platforms across the Internet, the highest of which was “strengthening the
relationship with members of society, which helps protect them from fake news”
with the highest arithmetic average reached (2.71) with high degree.

Keywords:
journalists, verification tools, fake news, digital, Internet.
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