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Palestinian Refugees in the New York Times Discourse
An Analytical Study of Their Issues and Support for Gaza During
the 2023 War

Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the media coverage of The New York Times regarding
Palestinian refugee issues during the war on Gaza from October 7, 2023, to
December 31, 2024. By employing critical discourse analysis and media framing
theory, the research seeks to uncover the ideological and political contradictions
shaping the newspaper's treatment of these issues. The study also examines the
cultural dimensions and the political and social contexts influencing the
construction of media narratives.

The findings reveal a duality in media coverage, where Palestinian refugees are
portrayed as humanitarian victims in some contexts while framed as security and
political threats in others. The results indicate that the newspaper tends to frame the
"Israeli" narrative within contexts emphasizing the "right to self-defense,”
reinforcing media bias and undermining the legitimacy of Palestinian resistance.
Additionally, American cultural values, such as security and stability, play a
pivotal role in shaping media discourse, where Palestinian suffering is highlighted
on a humanitarian level but detached from the political and legal context of the conflict.

The study underscores the importance of media as a tool for constructing political
and cultural narratives, demonstrating the influence of media coverage on
American public opinion and policies related to the Palestinian cause. The research
concludes with a call to enhance critical analysis of Western media and to explore
its impact on the Palestinian issue, while encouraging future studies to include
other media outlets and diverse analytical frameworks.

The study concluded with the following findings:

1. Humanitarian Narrative Contradiction: The coverage demonstrated a duality by
portraying Palestinian refugees as humanitarian victims in some contexts and as
a security threat in others.

2. lsraeli-Palestinian Narrative Contradiction: The coverage leaned toward
framing the Israeli narrative in alignment with American ideology, while
marginalizing Palestinian struggles.

3. Alignment with American ldeology: The coverage reflected alignment with
American political ideology, emphasizing Israel as a strategic ally while
downplaying Palestinian rights.

Keywords: Refugees, Palestinians, Gaza war.
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