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International legal protection of Egypt's water
rights in the Nile River
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Summary

Egypt faces increasing conflicts over its rights to the Nile
waters due to actions taken or intended by the Basin countries at the
river’s sources. Therefore, it is essential to highlight the protections
that international law has granted to these rights, which derive their
legitimacy from international agreements and customary
international principles. This stems from the belief and conviction
that resorting to international law and activating its rules is the best
option for resolving disputes, especially those related to
.International rivers

Given the potential threat these conflicts pose to international
peace and security, the United Nations adopted the 1997
Convention to regulate the exploitation of international river waters
for non-navigational purposes, as well as the 1992 Water
Convention. Additionally, the International Law Association
conducted studies that led to the development of the Helsinki Rules
in 1966.

Countries have also been keen to conclude bilateral and
multilateral agreements to regulate this matter, and Egypt has been
at the forefront of these efforts. It has signed several agreements
with the Nile Basin countries, starting with the 1891 Agreement and
culminating in the 2015 Agreement on the Declaration of
Principles. International judicial rulings have confirmed the
application of all the principles outlined in these agreements, as if
they originated from a single source. Consequently, these legal
instruments serve as a strong foundation for Egypt’s water rights

and as a refutation of the claims and arguments put forth by some
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Nile Basin countries regarding Egypt’s share of the Nile waters.

And arguments made
by some Nile Basin countries regarding Egyptian water rights.

Keywords: Egypt's water rights, international protection, legal,
Nile River
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droit international, volume 43, 1997, p757.
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=This Article recognizes that each basin State has rights equal in kind and
correlative with those of each co-basin State. Of course, equal and
correlative rights of use among the co—basin States does not mean that each
such State will receive an identical share in the uses of waters. Those will
depend upon the weighing of factors considered in Article V of this Chapter
Dept. State Bul 132 (1954); see U.S.A Security Council Off. Rec., Supp.
January-March, 1962, at 87-88 (S/5084) (1962

BENEFICIAL USE

To be worthy of protection a use must be “beneficial”, that is to say, it must
be economically or socially valuable, as opposed, for example, to a diversion
of waters by one State merely for the purpose of harassing another

ILA, REPORT OF THE FIFTY-SECOND CONFERENCE, Helsinki, 1966, p.
477.

HELSINKI RULES ON THE USES OF THE WATERS OF INTERNATIONAL
RIVERS,

London, 1967, at 7-55
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1: Consistently with the Charter of the United Nations, States are under an
obligation to settle international disputes as to their legal rights or other
interests by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace and
security, and justice are not endangered. =

2. It is recommended that States resort progressively to the means of
prevention and settlement of disputes stipulated in Articles XXIX to XXXIV of
this Chapter.

foSiada aelgd (¥4 Balall ¥ 5) i) kil ()

1. With a view to preventing disputes from arising between basin States as to
their legal rights or other interest, it is recommended that each basin State
furnish relevant and reasonably available information to the other= =basin
States concerning the waters of a drainage basin within its territory and its
use of, and activities with respect to such waters.

2. A State, regardless of its location in a drainage basin, should in particular

furnish to any other basin State, the interests of which may be substantially=
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=affected, notice of any proposed construction or installation which would alter
the regime of the basin in a way which might give rise= =to a dispute as
defined in Article XXVI. The notice should include such essential facts as will
permit the recipient to make an assessment of the probable effect of the

proposed alteration.
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