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Social Interaction and Its Relationship to Oppositional Defiant

Disorder among Learnable Children with Mental Retardation

BY:
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Abstract:

This research examines the correlational relationship between social
interaction and oppositional defiant disorder (ODD) among learnable
children with mental retardation, as well as the extent to which social
interaction dimensions contribute to reducing ODD symptoms. The
research was conducted on a sample of 12 children with IQ scores ranging
from (50-70), as measured by the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scales, Fifth
Edition, with chronological ages between (6-9) years and mental ages
between (4-6) years. A set of tools was administered, including the

Oppositional Defiance Scale for learnable children with mental retardation
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(developed by the researcher) and the Social Interaction Skills Scale for

learnable  children with mental retardation (developed by the
researcher).The research findings indicated the presence of both direct and
indirect causal relationships between the dimensions of social interaction,
which contributed to reducing oppositional defiant disorder in learnable
children with mental retardation. The dimensions of social interaction—
namely, conversation and dialogue, behavior in social situations, social
understanding, and preferred interests and games, respectively—
contributed to reducing oppositional defiant disorder in learnable children

with mental retardation.
Keywords:

Social Interaction Skills, Oppositional Defiant Disorder, Learnable Children

with Mental Retardation.
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