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Abstract:

The reality of the Arabic language in sub-Saharan Africa
between challenges and future prospects (Chad as a model)

The countries of sub-Saharan Africa are those countries that make up the
Greater African Sudan, which extends from the Nile Valley in the east to
Senegal in the west, and was named so because its origin is from the blacks. The
African Sudan of sub-Saharan Africa witnessed the emergence of kingdoms and
sultanates, and after the advent of Islam, these kingdoms appeared and expanded
and derived from them the sultanates of Nigeria, the Kingdom of Songhai, the
Kingdom of Mali, and the Kingdom of Kanem. With the advent and spread of
Islam, the Arabic language spread throughout sub-Saharan Africa and became
the official language of the kingdoms, as a result of religious and Arabic
education, which spread in these areas, but the local African languages were
widely spread among the people, but the Kingdom of Kanem was distinguished
among the kingdoms in that it adopted the Arabic language, and it became the
official language in government offices and in Kanem society.

The Arabic language spread as an official language in the Kingdom of
Bagirmi, and the Arabic language witnessed a scientific boom in the Kingdom of
Wadai. The status of the Arabic language in these kingdoms rose to the status of
religion itself, so it was the goal that everyone aspired to, kings and people, so it
rose, flourished and spread throughout these kingdoms, so it was the identity,
authenticity, culture, education and belief, and the reasons for development and
advancement were achieved as a result of caring for it. The presence of the Arab
element and the spread of Arab tribes in the lands of Kanem, Bagirmi and Wadai
helped to establish the Arabic language and its ability in these societies until it
reached a great position and high status, and Chad became the only African
country that speaks Arabic. Since Arabic is a living language, it was natural for it
to find itself throughout the ages in a state of prosperity, growth, and constant
research, and widespread spread, especially since its powerful and generous
sources are available in the Holy Quran, with the presence of Arab tribes in
Chad. When the colonizer entered, he found ancient societies, powerful cultures,
widespread education, and an official and popular language that suggests the
identity of the group. It is the nature of colonialism to always seek to obliterate
the identity of the people and erase their culture in order to be subordinate to it,
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so that he can distort it. The colonizer fought the Arabic language in the person
of its scholars and poets, and the coupe-coupe massacre is the best evidence of
that. He also imposed the French language and education, and spread the policy
of assimilation, but the Arabic language remained fixed in society, and soon rose
up as a strong giant, paving its way to the heights at the present time.
Colonization was not able to uproot the roots of the Arabic language, but it was
not satisfied with it. The present time bodes well and promises a promising
future for this language, which is the identity of the people with its authenticity,
language, faith, culture and future.The past was the solid foundation, and the
present is the solid structure of the Arabic language in the countries of the south
of the Sahara, the example of Chad. Through this research, | address the status of
the Arabic language in the past, in the first part of the research, and in the present
in the second part of the research.

| ask God for success, and | apologize for any error, oversight or mistake
in the folds of this research, and God is the helper.

Keywords: The Arabic language, Challenges, Future prospects
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