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REVIVAL OF THE NATIONAL STYLE IN THE FUNERARY ARCHITECTURE OF CAIRO DURING THE MUHAMMAD ALI DYNASTY
(1220—1373 AH/1805—1953 AD): A COMPARATIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL, ARCHITECTURAL, AND ARTISTIC STUDY

YASSMINA ADEL AHMED MOHAMED

Aresearch paper extracted from a master’s thesis titled: Revival of the National Style in the Funerary Architecture of Cairo during the
Muhammad Ali Dynasty (1220—1373 AH / 1805—1953 AD): A Comparative Archaeological, Architectural, and Artistic Study, supervised
by Prof. Dr. Mohamed Hamza El-Haddad and Dr. Al-Zahraa Behzad Moussa.

Abstract

The era of the Muhammad Ali dynasty is considered a time of profound change and European influence on
Egyptian architecture, leading to a transformation in its features and a gradual shift towards foreign styles.
These styles included Ottoman, European, Byzantine, and others, which found fertile ground in Cairo. This
shift was largely due to Muhammad Ali and his descendants’ desire for modernization and urbanization,
inspired by the beauty of European and French buildings, and their ambition to make Cairo the "Paris of the
East."

Despite the dominance of European styles during this period, as foreign architects held a strong influence
over architectural design in Cairo, a group of these foreign architects developed a love for Islamic art. They
began to incorporate Islamic and ancient Egyptian architectural and decorative elements into their
structures. This marked the early signs of a revival of national styles, both ancient Egyptian and Islamic
Egyptian. Several architectural terms were coined to describe this movement, such as the "Islamic Revival
Style” and the "Neo-Mamluk Style."

Keywords: Funerary architecture, tomb, mausoleum, Egyptian, Islamic, style, national.
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