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THE HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUSEUM DISPLAY AT THE MUSEUM OF ISLAMIC ART IN CAIRO
BETWEEN 1869 AND 2016: AN ARCHIVAL MUSEOLOGICAL STUDY

Rola Adel Ibrahim Ali

Department of Islamic Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, Mansoura University, Dakahlia, Egypt
This research is extracted from a Master's thesis in Islamic Archaeology, specializing in Islamic Art, entitled:
"The Historical Development of Museum Display at the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo from 1869 to 2016: An Archival Museological

Study" Supervised by: Prof. Dr. Ragab Sayed Al-Mahr, Dr. Al-Zahraa Behzad Moussa, Dr. Mohamed Ahmed Abdel Salam

Abstract

This historical study explores the development of the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo from its establishment in 1869,
relying on archival documents that chronicle the museum’s history and exhibition practices. The idea of founding
the museum originated with the engineer Salzmann, who proposed the concept to Khedive Isma'il Pasha in 1869. As
a result, Frantz Pasha was assigned to secure a government building to collect artifacts from mosques and historic
houses. In 1892, Herz Bey was appointed to supervise the Arab Museum. However, due to the limited space in the
courtyard of the Mosque of al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah, it was decided to relocate the museum to a new building in Bab
al-Khalq. The foundation stone was laid in 1902, and construction continued until 1903. The name of the institution
was later changed from "House of Arab Antiquities" to the "Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo," to reflect the inclusive
nature of Islamic civilization and the contributions of both Muslims and non-Muslims, brought together under the
museum's roof. The study aims to trace the evolution of exhibition methods at the Museum of Islamic Art from its
founding in 1869 until 2016, with a focus on the changes that occurred in the styles and approaches to museography
display throughout this period.

Keywords: Museum archive, Islamic art, Museum, Abbas HILMI Il, Documentation, Recording.
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