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Abstract:

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 1982
introduced the idea of the exclusive economic zone as an aspect
of development in the international law of the sea and granted
coastal states the right to explore and exploit the wealth of the
exclusive economic zone outside the borders of their territorial
jurisdiction up to a distance of 200 nautical miles measured from
the baselines of those states. It also clarified how to define and
demarcate maritime borders between neighboring and opposing
states, and regulated how to resort to dispute settlement methods
in the event of a conflict. About the exploration and exploitation
of these riches.

In this context, new gas discoveries in the Eastern
Mediterranean—coinciding with escalating regional and
international competition—have raised broad challenges among
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coastal states bordering the exploration area. These challenges
include the challenge of determining and demarcating the
boundaries of the exclusive economic zones within the
exploration area, or agreeing on them in advance of the
commencement of exploration, the associated economic and
political challenges, and the ineffectiveness of maritime dispute
settlement mechanisms.

In order to shed light on this topic, our research was entitled “The
Challenges of Exploring and Exploiting the Wealths of the
Exclusive Economic Zone,” and we divided it into an
introductory section and three main sections. In the introductory
section, we dealt with: the concept of the exclusive economic
zone. We also discussed in the first section: the legal system of
the exclusive economic zone. Then, in the second section, we
dealt with: the designation and demarcation of maritime borders
in accordance with the provisions of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 1982, as we discussed in
The third section: The ineffectiveness of dispute settlement
mechanisms related to the seas. Then the study concluded with
results and recommendations.

Keywords: Exclusive Economic Zone — 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea — Maritime Boundary
Demarcation — International Court of Justice — International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.
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