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Soviet Invasion Of Czechoslovakia (August 1968).
Moustafa Eid Fahmy Eid
of The Modern and Contemporary History Researcher
Department of History — Faculty of Arts - Minia University
Abstract:

The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in August 1968, also known
as the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia, came in response to the
political and economic reforms led by Czechoslovak leader Alexander
Dubcek, known as the Prague Spring. These reforms aimed to achieve
socialism with a human face, which raised concerns among the Soviet
Union that Czechoslovakia might deviate from traditional communist
policies and that reform movements might spread to other communist
bloc countries. They asked Alexander Dubcek to correct the political
course, but Dubcek failed to do so. They therefore decided to invade
Czechoslovakia. On the night of August 20-21, 1968, Soviet-led Warsaw
Pact forces, along with troops from Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, and East
Germany, invaded Czechoslovakia and seized control of key areas of the
country, including the capital, Prague. They arrested Dubcek and other
members of the Presidium of the Czechoslovak Communist Party who
supported the Prague Spring.

When the news of the invasion was announced, the Czechoslovak
people gathered around the building of the Central Committee of the
Party in support of the reformist government and in rejection of military
intervention. Despite the success of the military plan, Moscow failed to
convince the people that the entry of troops had been requested by
Czechoslovakia. On August 23, a delegation from Prague went to
Moscow to negotiate. On August 26, the Moscow Protocol was signed,
which abolished the Prague Spring program, including the re-
establishment of the leadership role of the Communist Party and its
complete control over the government in Czechoslovakia.

Keywords: Prague Spring, Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, Warsaw
Pact, Alexander dubcek.
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- Kirschbaum (Stanislav J.), Historical Dictionary of Slovakia, Second Edition,

The Scarecrow Press, Lanham, UK, 2007, P.106.

(Y) A National Security Archive,Summary Report and Transcript of Telephone
Conversation between Leonid Brezhnev and Alexander Dubcek, August 9, 1968
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