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"Subverting the Horizon of Expectation in Classical Arabic Poetry: Al-
Mutanabbi's 'Kafa Bika Da'an' as a Case Study"
Dr. Shimaa Said Mohamed Bakry
Lecturer, Faculty of Arts, Benha University, Egypt

Abstract:

This study seeks to apply the concept of "breaking the horizon of
expectation," introduced by Hans Robert Jauss within the
framework of reception theory, to Al-Mutanabbi’s poem in praise
of Kafur Al-Ikhshidi. The aim is to reveal how the poetic text
transcends the reader’s preconceived expectations and stimulates
their intellectual and emotional curiosity. Additionally, the
research highlights the significance of reception theory in
analyzing classical Arabic poetry by examining examples of
ancient poets who skillfully employed this concept. This
demonstrates the effectiveness of the theory in understanding
poetic texts and their interactions with readers across different
eras.

The study focuses on the pivotal role of the reader in interpreting
and engaging with the text, emphasizing that this theory serves as
an effective methodological tool for comprehending the dynamic
relationship between the text and the recipient. It also
underscores the text’s ability to create a rich and stimulating
reading experience that surpasses traditional expectations.
Furthermore, the research illustrates how this theory can
contribute to re-reading classical poetic texts from a fresh
perspective, uncovering their semantic and artistic layers that
may remain obscured in conventional readings.

By applying this theory to Al-Mutanabbi’s poem, it becomes
evident how the poet crafted a distinctive poetic text that relies
on unconventional artistic and linguistic techniques. Moreover,
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his innovative use of various types of irony (event-based,
dramatic, imagistic, verbal, etc.) opens new horizons for
interpretation and enhances our understanding of the poetic text’s
capacity to interact with the reader in innovative and engaging
ways.

The study consists of an introduction, three main sections, and a
conclusion. The introduction outlines the research’s significance,
key questions, methodology, and prior studies. The first section,
Theory and Concept, discusses the notion of "breaking the
horizon of expectation" in literary studies, the term itself, and the
importance of the horizon of reception in shaping the relationship
between the text and the reader. The second section addresses
whether the recipient played an active role in classical Arabic
literature, exploring the influence of literary gatherings and the
creativity of ancient poets in subverting the reader’s expectations.

The third section is divided into three key elements:

1. A discussion of Al-Mutanabbi’s historical, psychological, and
social background, as well as the context of the poem.

2. The poem’s text.

3. The breaking of the horizon of expectation in Al-Mutanabbi’s
poem.

The study concludes with a summary of the key findings,
followed by a list of references and sources.

Keywords: Reception theory - Breaking the horizon of
expectation - Al-Mutanabbi - Classical Arabic poetry - "Kafa
Bika Da’an" poem.
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