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The Political Influence of the Mar'ashi Family

in Mazandaran During the Timurid Era
Abstract:

The Mar'ashi family was a Twelver Shi'a dynasty of Husaynid
Sayyids that ruled the region of Mazandaran in northern Iran between
1358 and 1500 CE. The family descended from Sayyid Qawam al-Din
al-Mar'ashi. The political history of the Mar'ashis can be divided into
three main phases:

— Phase One: The rise of the Mar'ashis and the rule of Mir Qawam
al-Din (1379-1391 CE).

— Phase Two: The period of Mir Qawam al-Din’s successors until
their fall (1379-1391 CE), which also includes the transitional
period under the rule of Iskandar Shaykhi (1391-1404 CE).

— Phase Three: The Mar‘ashi rule in Mazandaran (1404-1500 CE)
until the end of their influence with the rise of the Safavid state.

After the fall of the Bavandid dynasty in Mazandaran, six
different families competed for control until the Mar'ashi family, led by
Mir Qawam al-Din, rose to power. Their rule was marked by intense
internal conflicts, which eventually led to their decline and the end of
their governance in Mazandaran with the emergence of the Safavid
dynasty.

Keywords: Mar'ashi family, Mazandaran, Timurid era, Mir Qawam al-
Din, Iskandar Shaykhi.
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