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"Semantics of Human Body Language in the Paintings of
Lucian Freud and Fernando Botero — A Comparative
Study"

Abstract:

This research examines the semantics of human body language
through a comparative study of the paintings of artists Lucian Freud
and Fernando Botero. Human body language serves as a means of
communication that employs movements, gestures, and other non-
verbal signals to reflect internal emotions, feelings, and sensations. The
study aims to explore the artistic approaches of Lucian Freud and
Fernando Botero and to identify the differences in their depiction of the
human body. The researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical
methodology.

The study is structured around three main axes.

The first focuses on human body language in the paintings of Lucian
Freud, whose style is rooted in realism, emphasizing an honest and raw
portrayal of the human form.

The second axis investigates the representation of the human body
in the paintings of Fernando Botero, who employs exaggeration and
volumetric amplification to present a unique artistic vision that
combines emotional expression with symbolic distortion of body
language.

The third axis compares both artists’ approaches to human body
language in painting, highlighting the distinctions and intersections in
their artistic interpretations.

Keywords:

Semantics, comparison, body language, Lucian Freud, Fernando
Botero.
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