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The Effectiveness of a Program Based on Dramatic Play in Developing

Certain Financial Skills Among Children with Mild Intellectual Disabilities

Research Abstract

Introduction:

Recent global trends emphasize the necessity of financial education as a
fundamental component of human sustainable development. These trends
call for activating the role of educational curricula by designing child-
centered programs that foster financial literacy, using integrative and
modern strategies (Zachary, 2018).

Special attention has been given to children with disabilities, including
those with intellectual disabilities, within communities aiming to bridge the
gap between them and their typically developing peers. Numerous programs
have been introduced to assist these children in overcoming challenges and
achieving better societal integration.

Dramatic play is considered an educational strategy aimed at promoting
adaptation and socialization through improvisation, role-playing, and
movement-based activities.

In this context, dramatic play has been employed to develop specific

financial skills among children with mild intellectual disabilities.

Research Problem:

The research problem is summarized in the following main question:

What is the effectiveness of a program based on dramatic play in
developing specific financial skills among children with mild intellectual

disabilities?
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Research Objectives:

The current research aims to:

. Identify the appropriate financial skills for children with mild intellectual
disabilities.

. Develop a program based on dramatic play to enhance certain financial
skills among children with mild intellectual disabilities.

. Verify the effectiveness of the dramatic play program in developing these

financial skills.

Research Importance:

Theoretical Importance:

The study serves as a practical guide to assist educators in fostering specific
financial skills among children with mild intellectual disabilities through the
use of dramatic play.

It focuses on teaching basic financial principles, such as:

Egyptian currency names and shapes

Counting money (addition, subtraction, comparison of amounts)

Identifying sellers and marketplaces

Saving and managing money (saving places and the concept of saving)

Applied Importance:

Highlights the importance of creating educational programs that focus on
financial and economic literacy for children with mild intellectual
disabilities.

Provides researchers and practitioners with standardized educational tools,
including:

A Financial Skills Test tailored for children with mild intellectual
disabilities

A dramatic play-based educational program designed to develop financial

competencies.
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Research Methodology:
The study utilized a quasi-experimental method with a one-group pre-test,

post-test, and follow-up design.

Research Sample

The sample consisted of 41 children with mild intellectual disabilities
enrolled in the "School for Intellectual Education" in Fayoum Governorate.
The children were selected intentionally and had IQ scores ranging between
55-70 according to the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale, indicating a

middle socio-economic background.

Research Tools:

Data Collection Tools:

A checklist of financial skill dimensions appropriate for children with mild
intellectual disabilities (developed by the researcher).

A survey form for mothers and teachers of children with mild intellectual
disabilities (Prepared by the Researcher)

Measurement Tools:

A Financial Skills Pictorial Test for children with mild intellectual
disabilities (prepared by the researcher).

An Observation Checklist of Financial Skills for children with mild
intellectual disabilities (prepared by the researcher).

Experimental Material:

A Dramatic Play-Based Program aimed at developing financial skills

among children with mild intellectual disabilities.

Research Results:

The findings revealed:

There were significant differences between pre-test and post-test scores on
the Financial Skills Pictorial Test in favor of the post-test. Improvements

were noted across skills including:
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Recognizing Egyptian currency names and shapes

Performing addition, subtraction, and comparing monetary values
Identifying places of sale and seller roles

Saving and managing money.

There were no significant differences between post-test and follow-up
scores on the Financial Skills Pictorial Test, in favor of the follow-up test,
confirming the sustained impact of the program.

There were significant differences between pre-test and post-test scores on
the Financial Skills Observation Checklist in favor of the post-test.

There were no significant differences between post-test and follow-up
scores on the Financial Skills Observation Checklist, indicating maintained

improvements after program implementation.
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