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Research Summary

In fleeting moments, reading liberates us from the constraints of reality, transporting us
beyond our world to a realm both real and imaginary. As Frank Zappa said, “Books open
doors to other places, where the mind can soar without limits.” Books are a precious treasure,
serving as the primary means of acquiring knowledge, culture, thought, and enlightenment.
They grant us direct access to human wisdom across past and present, and they remain
humanity’s most vital link to the minds and ideas of others. Through books, we learn, grow,
and shape the multifaceted dimensions of our personalities.

However, despite their undeniable importance, reading faces a painful decline in our societies.
Day by day, the number of readers dwindles, particularly among children. This necessitates
urgent solutions to revive the passion for reading by addressing the root causes of abandoning
this "best companion" and implementing measures to reignite children’s enthusiasm for
books. In this context, schools play a pivotal role in cultivating a reading society.

Meanwhile, rapid technological advancements have amplified the influence of digital
media—television, social networks, e-reading platforms, and ubiquitous information
networks—capturing children’s attention. YouTube, video games, and smartphone apps now
dominate their daily lives, contributing to the rift between children and reading. Thus,
leveraging children’s strong attachment to technology to reconnect them with neglected
reading habits becomes crucial. By integrating modern techniques into education—such as
digital storytelling—we can restore reading’s status and enhance learners’ motivation. This
forms the basis of our research titled “Digital Stories and Their Role in Developing Reading
Motivation Among First-Grade Learners.”

The integration of various technological tools into learning environments has become
essential to engage learners in this century. Among these tools are digital stories, which are
now widely available on all websites. Learners interact with them for both educational and
recreational purposes. Technology has provided us with the opportunity to create and share
digital stories with learners, offering educational benefits such as improving comprehension
and facilitating the transfer of information, making the teaching and learning process
enjoyable and entertaining. Secondly, they enable learners to acquire critical thinking,
dialogue, and analytical skills.

The importance of digital stories is also evident in helping learners easily recall information
and develop various aspects of their learning. These stories:
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o Satisfy their curiosity,

o Stimulate their senses,

e Open doors to knowledge,

e Nurture their imagination,

o Fulfill their love for creativity,

o Broaden their perspectives,

« Instill desired values and attitudes,

« Develop their language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing),

o Expand their linguistic repertoire,

« Allow learners to convert spoken words into imaginative mental imagery,

o Enhance students’ cognitive growth,

« Encourage sound reasoning,

« Provide opportunities for reflection and self-contemplation,

e Equip them with new information and knowledge to enrich their experiences.
Additionally, blending technological media with oral storytelling methods in digital narratives
creates powerful opportunities for students to reflect on life, establish strong connections
between stories and academic subjects, or link them to learners’ experiences outside the
classroom. Furthermore, digital stories allow students to express themselves not only through
their own words but also through their voices, fostering individuality and nurturing creative
ideas for each learner.

Rationale for the Study:

Our focus on this topic is not arbitrary. Both objective and subjective factors motivated our
choice. Objectively, the global technological revolution has permeated all fields, shifting
preferences toward virtual experiences over tangible materials like books, especially among
children. Subjectively, we observed our own generation’s detachment from books and
preference for digital content. How can a child raised in a technological era engage with
traditional reading? This question drove our pursuit of solutions.

Research Questions:
The study addresses a central problem and subsidiary questions:
e Main Question: Do digital stories play a role in fostering reading motivation among
first-grade learners?
Subsidiary Questions:
What is the significance of reading in a child’s life, and why is it declining?
What role does reading play in schools?
What defines digital stories, and what distinguishes them from traditional ones?
How do first-grade learners interact with this technology?

el

Hypotheses:
1. Despite reading’s critical importance, technological advancements have contributed to its
decline.
2. Reading holds a significant place in Tunisia’s educational system.
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3. Digital stories possess unique advantages over printed books.
4. Digital stories enhance reading motivation in first-grade learners.

Literature Review:
Our study builds on prior research. Two key works include:
1-“The Effectiveness of Digital Stories in Developing Oral Performance SKkills for Third-
Grade Students” by Dr. Mohamed Saeed Majhud Al-Zahrani. This experimental study
compared groups taught via digital stories versus traditional methods. Results showed
statistically significant improvements in oral skills among the digital-story group, though it
focused solely on oral performance.
2-“The Impact of Electronic Stories on Developing Concepts Related to Arab Cultures
in Kindergarten Children” by Dr. Sahar Atef Abdelgader Abdelmoneim.
This study demonstrated that electronic stories positively enhance cultural understanding in
young children.
Existing research underscores digital stories’ potential to engage learners and improve
academic outcomes. Pedagogically, such tools benefit both teachers and students by breaking
monotony and fostering an encouraging learning environment. Integrating technology with
reading offers a promising path to reignite children’s passion for books in a digital age.
It is now widely recognized that employing digital stories to enhance learners’ motivation to
engage in reading activities is a crucial step toward restoring reading’s significance. This
approach also aligns with the profound societal shifts, particularly the near-total reliance on
technological advancements. Additionally, it capitalizes on children’s ongoing fascination
with all things digital, coupled with the remarkable evolution of smartphones and their
software, which prioritize digital content that captivates students. This creates a gateway to
seamlessly integrate reading sessions, especially by leveraging these tools to make the activity
more appealing and relevant to today’s tech-savvy learners.
3-The effect of this feature on the learner:
Numerous are both the features of paper stories and the digital ones that directly affect the
receiver. First, among these features, we mention the method of presentation, which is paper-
based in paper stories and in the form of video clips in the other type. Second, in terms of
presenting the story’s events, which is done by the learner in paper stories, while in electronic
stories, the story’s characters embody their actions and words, as voice changes greatly
contribute to grabbing the learner’s attention and making them more immersed in the story’s
events. As for the level of audio excitements, they are absent in the paper story, while they are
available in the digital story. In addition to what has been mentioned, interacting with the
paper story engages the learner’s senses of touch and sight, while the paper story enables
them to activate another sense, which is hearing, which triggers their listening skill. Finally,
unlike paper stories, whose publication and accessibility for others to view require effort and
cost, digital stories are characterized by ease of publishing and making them available on
multiple sites, allowing others to view them effortlessly.”

KeyWords: Sculpture, motivation, creativity, child, reading
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