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Holy Mausoleum in some Iragi Cities through Kitab Manzil
Sefr Alirageen: An Architectural Archaeological Study

Abstract:

Iragi cities have been famous Since ancient times their holy sites of
the noble Imams and righteous saints, some of which still exist visibly today,
Some of them disappeared, but their drawings and pictures remaind. The
study will address examples of holy sites in some Iraqi cities in light of what
was stated in the book 'Manzil Safar Al-lragiyin' of Sultan Suleiman Khan,
written by the famous traveler Nasuh Efendi who is known as Matarqi Zadeh.

The book serves as a detailed record of the events of Sultan
Suleiman’s campaign against the Safavid state and Iraq in the years 940 AH -
941 AH /1533 - 1534 AD. The book is enriched with colorful illustrations of
the cities that the Ottoman army passed through or conquered, as well as the
cities that Sultan Suleiman visited, where he wrote about and depicted the
holy sites he has seen, and which have little remaining mention or depiction
today. Therefore, the book and its illustrations serve as an important source
from which we derive the reality of the holy sites during that time. Matarqi
Zadeh's journey with the Sultan resembled an official report that he wrote to
document its occurrences, starting from the departure from Ottoman lands,
passing through Iranian lands, and concluding in Iraqi territories.

The research highlights the illustrations of holy places through
Matargi Zadeh’s depictions and compares them with those structures through
modern architectural studies. The research consists of several sections that
begin with an introduction defining the study's objectives, which aim to
recognize these sites through Matarqi's drawings, and to match them with
what is found in other sources to assess their importance and understand their
designs and how they align with other holy sites. The study hypothesizes that
'‘Manzil Safar Al-lragiyinby Matargi Zadeh serves as a significant
documentary, historical and artistic source, that truthfully reflects reality as
expressed in the illustrations of the holy sites and related information. The
first section of the study is descriptive and presents a reading of the pictorial
scenes that Matarqi Zadeh provided for the cities of Hilla ,Karbala and Najaf,
while the second section deals with the analytical study.

Keywords: Holy sites, Iraq, traveler, Nasuh Effendi Al-Matarqi.
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