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Changes in Religious Values Among Egyptians During the
first and second decades of the twenty-first century

Researcher in Political Sociology I

Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the changes in religious values among
Egyptians during the first and second decades of the twenty-first century,
relying on data from the last four waves of the World Values Survey, which
Egypt had participated in all of: the fourth wave (1999-2004), the fifth wave
(2005-2009), the sixth wave (2010-2014), and the seventh wave (2017-2022).
In Egypt, data were collected from the population in the years 2000, 2008,
2012, and 2018 on samples of (3000), (3051), (1532), and (1200), respectively.
This paper committed to the indicators set by the World Values Survey to
measure religious values. In analysis, we attempt to combine quantitative data
taken from the World Values Survey with qualitative data based on empirical
observationoftheresearcherusingindirectobservationtool. Thestudy reached
several results, the most important of which are: that there are no changes
in some religious values among Egyptians, where God and religion remained
very important in life, and faith in religious beliefs (God, heaven, hell, life after
death) remained a fixed and firm belief among Egyptians, in addition, there
is an overwhelming presence of religion over science, so Egyptians believe in
religion more than science. Finally, Egyptians accept neighbors with different
religions but have less trust in them. While some other values have changed,
Egyptians’ view of themselves as religious has decreased across successive
waves of the survey and their view of the involvement of religion in politics
has also declined. Whereas they saw religious authorities’ interpretation of
laws as a feature of democracy in the fifth wave, most of them reported that
it’'s completely anti-democratic in the seventh wave.

Key Words: World Values Survey, Values, Religious Values, Egyptian Society.
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