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Iraq began a new chapter in its history during the second Abbasid era 

with the entry of Mu'izz al-Dawla al-Buwayhi into Baghdad in 334 

AH/936 AD. While the Buyids were Shiites, the Abbasid Caliphate 

adhered to Sunni Islam. Additionally, the Buyids, who were of Daylamite 

origin, encountered Arab factions that had long been marginalized. These 

Arab groups started to rise, rebelling against their conditions and 

attempting to establish their own small states in Mosul and Hillah. 

The challenges faced by the Buyids were not confined to Iraq but 

extended to their territories in Iran. The Buyid princes had to rely on 

military leaders and deputies to suppress the revolts spreading throughout 
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turbulent Iraq. This highlights the importance of studying Abu Jaafar al-

Hajjaj ibn Hormuz, who held the position of military governor in Iraq 

and represented Prince Baha al-Dawla in governing the region after the 

latter relocated his capital to Shiraz.  

This study sheds light on the nature of Buyid rule in Iraq during this 

period, as well as the military characteristics of the Daylamites who 

controlled the caliphate at that time. 
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