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Abstract: 

Christianity in Eastern Arabia: a Study of the Essential 

Characteristics of Christian Presence in the Arabian Gulf  

(1st -3rd AH / 7th -9th AD centuries) 
 

Dr. Samer Sayed Qandil 

Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University, Egypt 

 

Studying the history of Christianity in eastern part of Arabian 

Peninsula stay for a long time based largely on the textual indications of 

the Arabic and Syrian literary sources. Recent archaeological 

discoveries—notably ecclesiastical complexes in the Gulf— by providing 

material confirmation of a thriving Christian presence, have established a 

new framework for reconstructing the chronology of Christian settlement 

patterns in the area. This study examines the origins, mechanisms, and 

socio-economic foundations of Christian monastic settlements in the 

Arabian Gulf islands, arguing that their emergence was driven by West 

Syriac ecclesiastical networks and strategically anchored in Indian Ocean 

trade dynamics. This study demonstrates how the Gulf’s pearl 

fisheries and transregional trade networks were instrumental in attracting 

Christian settlements and sustaining monastic institution.  

Crucially, radiocarbon assays constrain the primary occupation of 

these sites to the 1st–3rd centuries AH /7th–9th centuries AD., revealing 

that Christianity’s institutional peak in the region coincided with the early 

Islamic era. This challenges narratives of ecclesiastical decline post-

conquest, instead highlighting continuities in Christian activity under 

Islamic rule. The study thus reframes the Gulf’s monastic networks as 

interstitial actors within the overlapping religious and economic 

landscapes of the early medieval Middle East . 

Keywords: Nestorian Christianity, Pearl, Trade, Beth Qatraye, Beth 

Mazunaye, al-Hira. 
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Hellyer, "Nestorian Christianity", p. 86.
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