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Poetic Imagination Between Reclaimed History and Dreamlike
Intertextuality
In "Mahbarat al-Tarikh" by ‘Ali ibn al-Jahm
Abstract:
This study analyzes the poetic composition Mahbarat al-Tarikh by the
Abbasid poet ‘Al ibn al-Jahm, by exploring the dimensions of poetic
imagination as an artistic tool for reconfiguring history. It highlights the
manifestations of dreamlike intertextuality that intertwine with the text’s
references to produce a complex poetic discourse—one that transcends
the boundaries of historical versification into the realm of artistic
creativity and symbolic interpretation.
Arabic poetry is a fertile ground for the interplay of aesthetic, historical,
religious, and intellectual dimensions. It does not merely transmit events
or express emotion but goes beyond to reshape the world through an
imaginative vision that merges reality with transcendence, and
documentation with creativity. Within this context, poetic imagination
occupies a central role in the structure of the text, serving as an
expressive tool that allows the poet to recast history and reality in an
artistic form that elevates narrative to the level of interpretation and
influence.
Based on this premise, the study posits that poetic texts—particularly
within the context of historical and religious imagination—are not merely
aesthetic discourses. Rather, they constitute an epistemological and
interactive space that engages with various references and reshapes them
through a poetic vision that embraces symbolism, interpretation, and
intertextuality. This makes such texts worthy of critical readings that
uncover their aesthetic, semantic, and cultural dimensions
simultaneously.
This study represents an attempt to reevaluate Mahbarat al-Tarikh not
merely as a poetic document with a historical nature, but as a text that
actively shapes historical consciousness through art. It offers the reader a
broad interpretive space to understand the past through the lens of
imagination. Through these perspectives, we can understand how the
poet writes history as an "imagined truth," recreates religious memory in
a poetic form that celebrates the past, and lays the foundations for a
rhetoric of faith, narrative beauty, and intellectual depth.
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The study is structured into an introduction, three main sections, and a
conclusion. The introduction includes a preamble that clarifies the
importance of the subject and its academic objectives, explaining the
reasons behind its selection and the methodology adopted for analysis. It
also presents a brief review of previous studies that addressed the poetry
of ‘AlTibn al-Jahm, highlighting what distinguishes this study.

The first section, titled “Poetic Imagination: Term and Concept”,
addresses the linguistic and terminological definition of takhyil
(imagination), and traces the evolution of this concept in critical and
philosophical thought, with particular attention to the contributions of
classical Arab critics.

The second section, titled “The Poet and the Streams of His Culture: An
Introduction to Understanding the Mahbara”, introduces ‘Ali ibn al-Jahm
and highlights the encyclopedic nature of his religious, historical, and
literary culture. It also provides an introductory reading of the text
Mahbarat al-Tarikh.

The third section, “Poetic Imagination and Intertextuality in Mahbarat al-
Tarikh”, offers a detailed study and analysis of how the poet structured
his historical material through the tools of poetic imagination and how he
employed religious and historical intertextualities to create an aesthetic
structure within the text.

The study concludes with a summary of its key findings and the new
dimensions it reveals in the poetry of ‘All ibn al-Jahm—especially in
Mahbarat al-Tarikh—followed by a comprehensive list of the sources and
references upon which the study relied.

Keywords: Mahbarat al-Tarikh — “Ali ibn al-Jahm — Reclaimed History —
Poetic Imagination — Intertextuality.
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