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The Problem of Death
In the Novel of “Al-Hafidah” (The Granddaughter)

by Alfonso Croce (An Analytical Study)
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Associate Professor at the Faculty of Arabic Language at the Islamic University
of Madinah

Email: magedalzhrany78@gmail.com
Abstract:

The study aimed to monitor existential issues in the contemporary Western novel
in light of the problem of death, and trace its impact on the creation of the
novelistic product. The importance of the study appears in its humor in terms of
the work of the Portuguese author Afonso Croce, which is predominantly
sarcastic. In addition to the desire to discover the ability of the contemporary
novel to distinguish this overlap between the aesthetic and cognitive dimensions,
which seeks to renew itself by developing its narrative structure and adding
external components that enhance it and increase its horizon and amazement.
The study was committed to choosing to analyze the model of the novel “Al-

Hafidah” (The Granddaughter), the latest publication by Afonso Croce. In an
effort to accurately describe the nature of this narrative interaction that this
Portuguese novelist invested in. The study was based on two questions: The first
question: What are the forms of the presence of death in the novel “The
Granddaughter”? The second question: Why did Afonso use death in his novel?
As a result, the study was structured in order of: an introduction and two
sections: The introduction: The first topic: Forms of the presence of death in
the novel “The Granddaughter”, which contains a precise description of the
narrative structure in the novel “The Granddaughter”, and a revelation of the
quality and quantity of the presence of death in the narrative architecture. The
second topic: The functions of death in the novel “The Granddaughter”, which
includes an analysis of the functions of death that Afonso Croce sought to
achieve and exploit. The study concluded with several vresults and
recommendations attached at the conclusion of the study.

Keywo rds: Death , granddaughter , Afonso Croce.
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