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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the short story "The Vestibule” by Iranian
writer Houshang Golshiri from a semiotic perspective, revealing the text's
profound symbolic and semantic dimensions and their relationship to the
cultural, political, and social reality of Iran in the 1960s. The study is
premised on the hypothesis that semiotic analysis provides precise scientific
tools for understanding the hidden layers of literary texts and contributes to
interpreting their deeper structures.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, focusing on the
elements of the semiotic sign (signifier, signified, interpretant) to decipher
the pivotal symbols in the story, primarily the symbolism of "the vestibule"
and the factory. The study demonstrates how “the vestibule” transcends a
physical space to become a representation of transformation, loss, and
psychological disorientation. It also explores the author's use of symbols
such as darkness, stone, sounds, walls, and the three small windows to create
a gloomy psychological atmosphere reflecting an experience of loss,
isolation, and blocked horizons.

The study connects the characters' psychological trajectories with the
surrounding socio-political structures, illustrating how the story embodies
crises of identity, class alienation, and collective trauma within a repressive
environment and radical social transformations. It further highlights the
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relationship between language, repetition, and antithesis in constructing the
internal tension and the gradual psychological breakdown of the main
character, "Yadollah,"” who embodies an existential internal struggle between
the desire for meaning and the fear of the unknown.

Furthermore, the study uncovers the gender dimension in the story,
analyzing the representations of "traditional masculinity,” characterized by
silence and introversion, in contrast to the marginalized and suppressed
image of women in a patriarchal society. The study concludes that the core
event in the story is an internal conflict that transcends the apparent tragedy,
reflecting human fragility in the face of oppression and loss. In this context,
"the vestibule” transforms into a symbolic text within the narrative,

controlling its meaning and guiding the mechanisms of reception.
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