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Towards a proposed strategy for sustainable tourism development for the
Monastery of Anba Macarius
Summary:

In recent years, Egypt has turned to sustainable tourism development in
various fields, especially cultural monuments. There is no doubt that the natural
environment is one of the most important resources for sustainable development,
as the Egyptian desert was a fundamental pillar for it; however, we find that the
desert areas did not have the largest share in tourism development and placed
them as a priority on the tourism map, although they are among the most
important tourist attractions in Egypt with a distinctive cultural heritage and
popular heritage in terms of linking the nature of Christian religious and urban
life with the harsh desert nature. The conditions of the natural environment in
Egypt also play an important role in shaping people's religious lives and forming
their cultural environment since prehistoric times in ancient Egypt in particular.
The Western Desert is considered one of the most important areas that played
an important role in the history of Egypt throughout the ages, extending to the
Coptic and Islamic eras and ending with the modern era, so it was an extension
of the cultural heritage and included many different archaeological sites from
tombs and temples, then monasteries and churches; Therefore, it was the focus
of attention of foreign delegations instead of including natural wealth represented
by sulphur springs, salt lakes and dunes that made it one of the most important
natural tourist attractions in Egypt and the world. Still, the absence of a
sustainable development methodology and strategy exposed it to some issues

that affected human life, cultural and urban heritage, and its natural environment.

Keywords: Strategy, Sustainable Tourism Development, Monastery of Anba
Makar.
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