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Administrative Conditions in the 4th Century AD in the City of
Mothis in the Dakhla Oasis: A Historical Study
Abdelsamie Mahmoud Shehata
Menofia University — Faculty of Art - Department of History

Abstract:

This research paper aims to shed light on the administrative changes
that took place in Mothis, and its transformation into "“the City of
Mothis" MwbOit@v noéig in 308 AD — that is, at the beginning of the
fourth century AD. It explores the circumstances of its elevation from
a subordinate village to a city (polis) endowed with a city council
(Boule) to manage its local municipal affairs. The paper discusses the
administrative implications of this transformation, including the
establishment of new administrative and municipal offices during the
fourth century AD, as a result of the administrative reforms introduced
by Emperor Diocletian.

Mothis was elevated to the status of a city (polis) due to its strategic
location in the Dakhla Oasis and its economic potential, which led to
demographic and economic prosperity and the stabilization of its
internal affairs. The study relies on papyrological documents, as well
as the results of archaeological excavations conducted — and still
ongoing — at the site of Mothis since the late 20th century, and the
findings they have yielded thus far.

Keywords:
Mut al-Kharab, Mothis, Kellis, Dakhla Oasis, Boule, Logistes,
Exactor, Pagus
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Plan of the central part of Mt al-Kharab showing the location of the excavated wenches to
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38.
coa Ol il pae B g lai@V g celaia¥) jas gl ichu g Gaes 5 oY) s
1)

AR uacggabaﬁ‘ﬂ\j‘;cw;\i\w@_)u;m}:\orgmjtﬁ)\:\g‘mww

ua (pV 0 -YAL) o sibalia age 8 )AA‘:J:@JMY\) syl e\.ﬁ;ﬂ\ :L.,S_)-‘:"‘-GJ‘ 5 yiia VA

o= ¢ Gl pae B oalaBY) 5 celaial¥l jas gl i s G 5 5 oY) Gua €YY
RPN
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67-88) No 73, P.455.
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Pp. 149-151.

81 Worp, Klaas A, Miscellaneous new Greek Papyri from kellis (P. Gascou

67-88) No. 70, p.448-450.

82 |bid, No. 82, Pp.469-473.

8 Ibid, No. 71, Pp.450-452.
8 P, kellis 25.

8 Worp, K. A., "Christian personal names in documents from Kellis
(Dakhleh Oasis)." Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik (2015): 193-
199.
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146 Boozer, A.L., “Frontiers and Borderlands in Imperial Perspectives:
Exploring Rome’s Egyptian Frontier.”, P.282; P. Kellis 1. G.49.
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and Religion in an Oasis Town, p.37; Paul Kucera, ‘Al-Qasr: The Roman
castrum of Dakhleh Oasis’, in The Oasis Papers 6: Proceedings of the Sixth
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Roger S. Bagnall, Colin A. Hope (Oxford: Oxbow, 2012), 312; Rodney Ast
and Roger S. Bagnall, ‘New Evidence for the Roman Garrison of Trimithis’,
Tyche 30 (2015).
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117, no. 2 (2013): 280-281.
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- P. Ryl. = Catalogue of the Greek and Latin Papyri in the John Rylands
Library, Manchester. Manchester.

- P.Worp = Sixty-Five Papyrological Texts Presented to Klaas A. Worp on
the Occasion of his 65th Birthday, ed. F. A. J. Hoogendijk and B. P. Muhs.
Leiden 2008.

- P. Bodl. = Papyri Bodleianae I, ed. R.P. Salomons.
Amsterdam 1996.
- P. Oxy. The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. Published by the Egypt Exploration
Society in Graeco-Roman Memoirs. London, Ed. B.P. Grenfell and A.S.
Hunt.and others, London.1898-2010.
- PSI. Papiri greci e latini. (Pubblicazioni della Societa Italiana per la ricerca
dei papiri greci e latini in Egitto). Florence. (1912- 2008).
P. Kell. : Papyri from Kellis. Oxford., ed. Worp.k and others, VoL.1-5,
1995-2014.

- P. Grenf. 1l New Classical Fragments and other greek and

Latin Payri, ed. Grenfell M.A, seriesl|,1897.

- P. Genova = Papiri dell'Universita di Genova. 1, ed. M. Amelotti and L.
Zingale Migliardi. Milan 1974.

- SB = Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden aus Aegypten. Wiesbaden
1913-1915.

- P.Mert. = A Descriptive Catalogue of the Greek Papyri in the Collection
of Wilfred Merton.

- P. Nekr. = The Undertakers of the Great Oasis, ed. R.S. Bagnall. London,
2017. (Graeco-Roman Memoirs, Supplemental Vol. 1)
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- P. Lips. | = Griechische Urkunden der Papyrussammlung zu Leipzig, ed.
L. Mitteis. Leipzig 1906.

- P. Hamb. Griechische Papyrusurkunden der Hamburger Staats- und
Universitatsbibliothek.

- P. Gascou Mélanges Jean Gascou. Textes et études papyrologiques
(P.Gascou 67-88), ed. J.-L. Fournet, A. Papaconstantinou. Paris 2016

- 0O.Douch Ostraca Grecs de Doush, Cairo, Tom 1-5 ,IFAQ, ed.by
Wagner.G, 1986-2001.

- O.Kellis = Greek Ostraka from Kellis, ed. K. A. Worp. Oxford 2004,

- O.Trim. I, Amheida I: Ostraka from Trimithis Volume 1: Texts from the
2004-2007 Seasons, ed. R. S. Bagnall and G. R. Ruffini, with contributions
by R. Cribiore and G. Vittmann. 2012.

- O.Trim.1l, Amheida I11: Ostraka from Trimithis Volume 2: Greek Texts
from the 2008-2013 Seasons, ed. R. Ast and R. S. Bagnall, with
contributions by C. Caputo and R. Cribiore. 2012.
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