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Britain and the Role of the League of Nations in

Resolving the Greek-Bulgarian Conflict
Mohamed Fathy Aly Ahmed Ghonaimy
Assistant Lecturer, Department of History, Faculty of Education,
Ain Shams University

Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the appeasement policy
implemented by Britain towards Europe after World War I; through
the cooperation of Austen Chamberlain - its Foreign Secretary at the
time (1924-1929) - with the League of Nations in resolving a
number of European problems and conflicts that arose at that time.
Chamberlain spared no effort in supporting and developing the
League to make it a suitable tool for maintaining European security
and balance; which he actually succeeded in doing after the League
played a strong and influential role in resolving the Greek-Bulgarian
conflict.

Keywords
Britain, Europe, League of Nations, British appeasement policy,
Austen Chamberlain, Greco-Bulgarian conflict.
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() Petrie, Charles (Sir), The Life and Letters of the Right Hon. Sir
Austen Chamberlain, K.G., P.C., M.P., Vol. 2, (London, Cassell and
Company Ltd., 1939)., pp. 308, 311.
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(%) Chamberlain, Austen, Peace in Our Time: Addresses on Europe and
the Empire, (Philip Allan & Company Limited, 1928), p. 163.

(®) Austen Chamberlain's Minute, 26 August 1926, F.O. 371/11898, W
8109/223/98, quoted in: Grayson, Richard S., Austen Chamberlain and
the Commitment to Europe: British Foreign Policy 1924-1929, (London,
Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2013), p. 80.
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(*) Austen Chamberlain to Frederick Oliver, 17 January 1927, in: Petrie,
Charles (Sir), op. cit., Vol. 2, pp. 311, 312.
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(°) Austen Chamberlain to Frederick Oliver, 17 January 1927, in: Petrie,
Charles (Sir), op. cit., Vol. 2, pp. 312, 313.

(®) Austen Chamberlain to Frederick Oliver, 17 January 1927, in: ibid.,
Vol. 2, p. 313.
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(') Austen Chamberlain to Esme Howard, 25 January 1927, F.O.
800/260/131-133, quoted in: Grayson, Richard S., op. cit., pp. 80, 81.

(%) League of Nations Official Journal, Vol. 7, 1926, pp. 198, 200, 201;
Barros, James, The Greek-Bulgarian Incident of 1925: The League of
Nations and the Great Powers, (Proceedings of the American
Philosophical Society, Vol. 108, No. 4, 27 August 1964), pp. 354, 355.
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& Salonika <l fs 8 4 Seall cllalall 5 300 gll 4e Sall &30 ol 1240
Sl 3ol e CasIL Al sl <l gl Wy el of sl s casall 138 5 shady Jla
Cagh gl g alall bl e 2SN 2 gaall e 4 lald) ) 8l ae dasal 5l 5 g (g0
lvan Dantcheff <l (i s al WS ()80 Gea gn die ol ypuaddl e
JIsel) ge Allie G - (VAYTAYE) Wil 3 o laldl il Jleely S0 -
a1 555 - Alexandros Hadjikyriakos A N I R T
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(®) Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres (Bulgarie), Récapitulation des
événements concernant l'incident gréco-bulgare de Demir-Kapia jusqu'au
moment de I'intervention du Conseil de la Société des Nations. Political
1925 : 11/48129/477177, League of Nations Archives, United Nations
Library, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland, quoted in: Barros,
James, op. cit., p. 355.
Gyl s cuaie Jrdip VA0A Lo & B VAVE dle oty g b s (1)
ale b Ayl 5355 (VAT YY) 5yl 1Y Lle s VAYE Lo bl e GG
= kil vave
= Smyth, Denis (Ed), British Documents on Foreign Affairs: Reports and
Papers from the Foreign Office Confidential Print: Bulgaria, Greece and
Roumania, January 1947-December 1947, Vol. 12, (University
Publications of America, 2000), p. 157.
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e ol @l e aalally (gl iy dia 4l Jabhiay Sane - sl LS - (g lall
Oe 4S )l Apelladll Gl sl (e S dae 3y o o280 Q5 3 - S5 LS - 6 sag)
- o8 ol 033 <l g8 () Vi e Al gl A JLAYl 5 IS 288 (1S 5 g el (and)
On A BoRY) gl sda oy bl @l iEG - JIsaY) e Jis gl
ALl ol SV ) Laa alll (il ) gaiadl g Jagliall i () ey el Culd
Lo B Aalie cliin 5 40 5l ol 1 GlD aay 8 i) o3 o limpll 4l ) as
AL ciladlall mia dojle 020 desSa o oSl Sonals any a8 e
Ayl il ZES SASY Ayiaal) 40 soal) dikaial) 8 Al sall 4y Sl il
i) Al 55 %o a8 Al Ay Ml al HY) (el Leial (el
1o YT bl el ) Al A sSall e dgasall Gllladl) (0 Ao gana
Sl S0l ded )y Dogie JI3s Apliall deSall ) aw) i) a
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(*Y Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres (Bulgarie), Sur les démarches
faites par le Chargé d'Affaires de Bulgarie a Athénes aupres du
Gouvernement hellénique au sujet de l'incident de frontiere gréco-bulgare
du Octobre 1925. Political 1925: 11/48129/47177, League of Nations
Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, op. cit., p. 356.
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2 Y alaily s s pualic (s Juie) s A0l sl Led plas e Ul 33Ul 4l
AE ) la el ol Alsd) A KAl Gjacal 88 g jal amy JDaly Al sl
Lilaall 2o 30 ClelyaY) A8 3a3) IS (e s lald) 553l sy U gl (5 Suall
Ul Al o) A Sall <y S 63 Saall lid 8y ddal g ida sl ol il Aadls e
Gl o AL SN Calli Legelaia) 8 Cadimily 1) (o oL jSenala Lgadd 3 Ll
< gall 3 shaal 1 5l (Saa b g 8l A Ll L plas J s 5 Lia ) alldaall o3
L)l el
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(*?) Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres (Bulgarie), Sur les démarches
faites par le Chargé d'Affaires de Bulgarie a Athénes auprés du
Gouvernement hellénique au sujet de I'incident de frontiere gréco-bulgare
du Octobre 1925. Political 1925: 11/48129/47177, League of Nations
Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, op. cit., p. 356.

() Le Messager d'Athénes, 22 October 1925, pp. 1, 4, quoted in: Barros,
James, The League of Nations and the Great Powers: The Greek
Bulgarian Incident, 1925 (Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1970), p. 11.
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453 gaal) Dalal) sda Jia pie By pia (A e SLSaadla e &l je B2 candiil
Gaiat Aial Gasli 35 e o AN bl pla G dadll e Al
D ol Pl 13 O e dlgde Gal gl Dalal) @i Gl e Cagd ol A jisia
plaial die Ldl & g Ll Jied) 8 cdivie s Gad Jlisd)l sl Cige (e
oy - Theodoros Pangalo () sty g5 Jyind & oA
el e A el cila yBall apali (e oSaly s 14303 gl 8- bl 6] 550
a8 sllail ae Alas i ST oS o Cindiiily (K15 el gl el eall s (5 sia
i gall o))yl ) (A A S Sl ae agle (IS Lae plaial)
5 wse ¢Ay Ll s gl slad dla & 55 olis A 43ld ) )
oS e sa s ¢hy Mgl o al S0 A Ll il g ) eyl ) ety ell

00) 5 5a s o Slg il J<y g sl il

dadis 140Y ole s VAVA dle daly b sl by s Sue s (1)
kil VAYT ale 8 bl s (YAY T2V AY0) 5 il b el )l pad ) caaie
Smyth, Denis (Ed), op. cit., Vol. 22, p. 115.
(**) Ministere des Affaires Etrangéres (Bulgarie), Sur les démarches
faites par le Chargé d'Affaires de Bulgarie a Athénes auprés du
Gouvernement hellénique au sujet de I'incident de frontiere gréco-bulgare
du Octobre 1925. Political 1925: 11/48129/47177, League of Nations
Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, The Greek-Bulgarian Incident, pp.
358, 359.
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i Gl yleslS B ode Gee Ao calalaiy e slS GO0 sk dpa 8 Gl
090 n 3 Liss 5 iy 35l Petrich ()i s dise ) s
Al Al A8 o culS ) aal) duac e salll U jlaly <y 8 a8 elld o) 5
gl A s gl Aadaid) Ll e JalS oy ey clgaal ey Ll E Alae
Kristo Dimov (MG ls Giyen sy S Cuny 3 Za3Y1 ol & L lae

Sir Eric (09)xi5a 550 ) s N &l s - 3 el daJ&N 55 - Kalfoff
Dbl Q5 Aalall U gm 305 ) Vsl e ol - daaall el (ueY1 - Drummond

A Ga iy i Ate QL Aday 2 1)) B ale el (1)
(*") Report of the Commission of Enquiry into the Incidents on the
Frontier between Bulgaria and Greece, in: League of Nations Official
Journal, Vol. 7, 1926, p. 199; Rosetti-Bibica to the Foreign Ministry, 22
October 1925, Sofia, No. 1767, Greek Archives, quoted in: Barros,
James, The Greek-Bulgarian Incident, p. 362.
Cuaie Jady V€0 Hle 3 g VAAY ale 8 alg o )il s g Sue s (M)
ey sl 8 Akl el Gadiyy (VAYTNAYY) 5 all & A Al 5
kil (1age
Roszkowski, Wojciech and Kofman, Jan (Eds), Biographical Dictionary
of Central and Eastern Europe in the Twentieth Century, (London,
Routledge, 2015), p. 424.
Cuaie Jadip V40) ale 8 A5 VAYT dle dalg iy e sl g i 58 (1)
3yl b La gy (8 Lty y s (DAY QY 4) 35l b aad) daasd J oY) aladl (aaY)
kil (1474147
Self, Robert (Ed.), The Austen Chamberlain Diary Letters: The
Correspondence of Sir Austen Chamberlain with his Sisters, Hilda and
Ida, 1916-1937, (Cambridge University Press, 1995), p. 309.
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Jie o b o g8 gl dsm s Mlla (o Qo) 18 e st gl g s Al Ay (o)A
okl ) AN g o8 gl Lg A il ol (i 3 ) suliall Apucand) ulaa a3y ¢l sanll 138
League of Nations Official Journal, Vol. 1, (February 1920), p. 5.
e o con gl OF Al e lad Y] dae Gl (e e sl sald) (M)
e 15al - ¥ Al ) o adl) duae sliae Jsall (e gl (B i OIS o) g - cally
by ae¥) oDl o Blaall Yied 5 LS of 53 ol a) ol 2855 of duaslly s july Luasl)
sac A gl b e 2l - aladl Gaa¥) o sy ool 138 (e &l Al (ol Cgan Al
s S Ga 0 4 Gled LS sl o plaia¥) ) dsanl) e 550 - daaal) b
S eV e Al gl ) Gadaall ol Dl bl o i () duanll cliacf (o guac
SHEH a1y g sl bl gl gl ASLl) i Sy gy Lay A sal) B b i 3B
kil Al 4le
League of Nations Official Journal, Vol. 1, 1920, pp. 5, 6.
(*%) Ibid., Vol. 6, 1925, p. 1696.
sdie Cuaie Jadis V90T e 3 A5 VAAY ale 8 Al by alaslo s ()
sl 8 Lol 8 Ul sday ((VAYADNAY ) bl el duac 3 Gl
G sl sy ((VAYTNAYY) 5l 3 peae & Glisdl psuy ((VATYIAYA)
kil (130001 a8Y) 5l 84S H Y saatiall Y Sl
Constantopoulou, Photini and Veremis, Thanos (Eds), Documents on the
History of the Greek Jews: Records from the Historical Archives of the
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs, (Athens, Kastaniotis Editions, 1999), pp.
421, 422.

(") Vassili Dendramis to the Foreign Ministry, 21 October 1925, Berne,
Nos. 3611 & 3618, Greek Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, The
League of Nations, p. 24.

(?®) Vassili Dendramis to the Foreign Ministry, 23 October 1925, Berne,
No. 3622, Greek Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, The League of
Nations, p. 25.
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(*®) Vassili Dendramis to the Foreign Ministry, 23 October 1925, Berne,
No. 3630, Greek Archives, quoted in: ibid., p. 26.
DSl Cuaie dadip ) 40Y Gle g 1AV ple (o A5 pusi 8 (pulash (™
3yl 8 dpanll Aladl o Sl G5 (VY'Y AYY) 5l 8 aeY] duas) acludl aledl
kil (19840197
Martel, Gordon (Ed), The Times and Appeasement: The Journals of A. L.
Kennedy, 1932-1939, (Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 43.
(?8) Vassili Dendramis to the Foreign Ministry, 23 October 1925, Berne,
No. 3656, Greek Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, The League of
Nations, p. 26.
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Haas, Leonhard, Carl Vital Moor, 1852-1932. Ein Leben for Marx Und

Lenin, (Benziger, 1970), p. 352.

(*%) Austen Chamberlain to Sir Grant Duff, 22 October 1925, Box AC 50,

Austen Chamberlain Papers, University of Birmingham Library.
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(®}) Domenico de Facendis to Benito Mussolini, 23 October 1925,
Athens, Italian Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, The Greek-Bulgarian
Incident, p. 368; Demetrios Caclamanos to the Foreign Ministry, 23
October 1925, London, No. 2828, quoted in: ibid., p. 367; Grayson,
Richard S., op. cit., p. 83.

(**) Romano Avezzana to Benito Mussolini, 23 October 1925, Paris,
Italian Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, The League of Nations, p. 34.
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League of Nations Official Journal, VVol. 1, (February 1920), p. 6.

(**) League of Nations Official Journal, Vol. 6, 1925, p. 1696, 1697.

(**) Demetrios Caclamanos to the Foreign Ministry, 23 October 1925,

London, No. 2827, quoted in: Barros, James, The League of Nations, p.

43.
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(*®) League of Nations Official Journal, Vol. 6, 1925, pp. 1697, 1698.
(") League of Nations Official Journal, Vol. 6, 1925, pp. 1698-1700.
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(*® Ibid., Vol. 6, 1925, pp. 1700-1702.

(*°) Alexandros Carapanos to the Foreign Ministry, 27 October 1925,
Paris, No. 4915, Greek Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, The Greek-
Bulgarian Incident, p. 375.

(*°) Record of a Private Informal Meeting of Members of the Council,
held on 27 October 1925, at 5 P.M., Political 1925: 11/47477/47177,
League of Nations Archives, quoted in: loc. cit.
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(*Y) Record of a Private Informal Meeting of Members of the Council,
held on 27 October 1925, at 5 P.M., Political 1925: 11/47477/47177,
League of Nations Archives, quoted in: Barros, James, The Greek-
Bulgarian Incident, pp. 375, 376.
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(*?) League of Nations Official Journal, Vol. 6, 1925, pp. 1707-1710, 1713-1717.
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(**) League of Nations Official Journal, Vol. 6, 1925, p. 1715.

(*°) Austen Chamberlain to Stanley Baldwin, 27 October 1925, F.O.
371/10672, C 13705/13309/7, quoted in: Grayson, Richard S., op. cit., p.
84; Howard-Smith Minute, 28 October 1925, quoted in: loc. cit,;
Conclusions of a Meeting of the Cabinet held at 10, Downing Street,
S.W.1., on Wednesday, 28 October 1925, at 11.30 A.M., in: CAB 23/51,
CC 51(25), p. 61.
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(*6) Hupchick, Dennis P. and Cox, Harold E., The Palgrave Concise

Historical Atlas of the Balkans, (New York, Palgrave Publishers Ltd,
2001), p. 88.
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