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Intellectual and political influences that qualified
Austen Chamberlain to implement the British policy of

appeasement (1863-1924)
Mohamed Fathy Aly Ahmed Ghonaimy
Assistant Lecturer, Department of History, Faculty of Education,
Ain Shams University
Abstract
This study aims to shed light on the personality of Austen
Chamberlain - the prominent British politician who held many
leadership positions, most notably the position of Foreign Secretary
between 1924 and 1929 - and to highlight its features and
dimensions by reviewing his intellectual and political formation, his
progression in political and ministerial positions, and the principles
and objectives of his foreign policy. This brilliant politician held a
prominent position in the history of Britain and Europe, and his
period of leadership of Britain represented great importance in
contemporary European history due to his adoption of a policy of
positive appeasement towards Europe in the 1920s. The importance
of this study lies in the fact that it addresses the political personality
of Austen Chamberlain and its most important principles, in
addition to the objectives of his foreign policy, which has not been
addressed by any Egyptian or Arab study - to my knowledge -
before.
Keywords
Britain, Europe, Foreign Office, British appeasement policy, Austen
Chamberlain.
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Chancellor of the Exchequer 4wl 55 Michael Hicks-Beach
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(%) Petrie, Charles (Sir), op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. 45-47; Brodney, Spencer
(Ed.), Events; A Monthly Review of World Affairs, No. 5, (New York,
Events Publishing Company, Inc., May 1937), p. 264; Thorpe, D.
Richard, The Uncrowned Prime Ministers, (London, Darkhorse
Publishing, 1980), p. 24; Dutton, David, op. cit., pp. 19, 45.
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Rodrick, Anne B., The History of Great Britain, (California, ABC-Clio,
2019), p. 222.
(%8) Petrie, Charles (Sir), op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. 95, 98, 99, 103.
(¥) Arthur Balfour to Joseph Chamberlain, Confidential, 10 Downing
Street, 25 July 1902, in: Amery, Julian, Joseph Chamberlain and the
Tariff Reform Campaign: The Life of Joseph Chamberlain, Volume Five,
1901-1903, (London, Macmillan, 1969), p. 75; Laybourn, Keith (Ed.),
British Political Leaders: A Biographical Dictionary, (Oxford, ABC-Clio,
2001), p. 65.
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Kelly, Richard and Cantrell, John (eds), Modern British Statesmen, 1867-
1945, (Manchester University Press, 1997), p. 222.
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‘5_1‘)31\_)5‘),«3\ ‘4""")(5—““‘3 t_u):uc\c\ii \‘\V\‘L@_\MJWJ(MJN\)M‘;Q\MS\ vl
IAY e cY VY gy echluluall m\)ajg_ﬂ;.g).!

Y ¥ o (Js¥1 e3) Oty a1l s (144) oo o el —dg AV AL A



s saal o aZ sans

sasti Ji—a A sl Al e el ol el A el 13y Les oY)

Lhae de 2l b el Lia i oSl Jalae sy
4 aa -l i) a8 il et (IS 88 el IS L U ST
2% 438 (g - Al ol S G e pe I ey el sl Al ) Ja Bale s -
B adl V) calyn 8 il Sl 81 al) e - B S5 LS sl e aef 1305 o
osaging o 4na Vslalai () mpen alaid cAlls Aulads alic 358 el e i
Clailaall s b ] A3 1 el aal meal) Cie (B Ol s s 3
oo agl AT Lo Gan 13 - i e - el sl Ay sl ddle ) agd
Zla 8 15ume - Aladl) alill e - i Lo oS il s lldg Al ) 5 ddle )
Suonll ety Al A) Galailaall ~lia ae el GOED ¢Sl Il slasy)
Gl W (VY dle e sle 3 Y] oaliflaall Ca ane nd JalSIL G
tdsia el Joocall sy T OV Lo Al (8 ol el da @)

e )l cuaie e S5 (Walter Long (“)@';l Sl Omy adn aaluasy

()l s Gl Bonar Law ()51 s sa ,aY s i

gl il g ¢£VT (a VY ATY doal £ ¢ 3all (A alaall ccalaiaall ()
Amery, Julian, op. cit., pp. 401, 422; Judd, Denis, Empire: The British
Imperial Experience From 1765 to The Present, (New York,
HarperCollins, 1996), p. 187.
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Foot, Dingle (Sir), British Political Crises, (London, William Kimber,
1976), p. 203.
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LAGIA) sl S 556 Alea (8 sa e Jlid cpa 1YY Sle
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Findling, John E. and Thackeray, Frank W., Statesmen Who Changed the
World: A Bio-Bibliographical Dictionary of Diplomacy, (California,
Greenwood Press, 1993), p. 582.

gl il g £V e ) AYY il cf o aldl (A aladl ccabaial) ()
Bailey, Richard (Ed.), The Practice of Politics, (Conservative Political
Centre, 1952), p. 38.
ralie sae Jady VYA ale 4 8 VAOY dle b alg iy A day 4 (7)
(VA A0y 5yl b Alall s (DAY ARY) Bl b Adalall gl

il ¢ (VAT A0 A) 3l IR Lalday el 5 Ay J i of J8

David, Edward (Ed.), Inside Asquith's Cabinet: From the Diaries of
Charles Hobhouse, (London, Palgrave Macmillan, 1978), p. 13.
(*®) Petrie, Charles (Sir), op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 368; ibid., VVol. 2, pp. 1, 28-30.
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(*) Petrie, Charles (Sir), op. cit., Vol. 2, pp. 139, 140; Haberman,
Frederick W., op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 395.

(*°) Austen Chamberlain to Hilda Chamberlain, 9 Egerton Place, 20
March 1921, AC 5/1/194, in: Self, Robert (Ed.), The Austen Chamberlain
Diary Letters: The Correspondence of Sir Austen Chamberlain with his
Sisters, Hilda and Ida, 1916-1937, (Cambridge University Press, 1995), p.
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154; Petrie, Charles (Sir), op. cit., Vol. 2, pp. 156, 201, 203, 207; Thorpe,
D. Richard, op. cit., p. 63.

EVY 6V Ga e ¢ VAYY d:\).\‘ ¢f eall (A alaall ccakaiaal) (“)
(*») McKercher, B. J. C., Austen Chamberlain's Control of British Foreign
Policy, 1924-1929, (The International History Review, Vol. 6, No. 4
(Taylor & Francis, Ltd., November 1984), p. 570.
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(*) Lord Beaverbrook, Politicians and the War 1914-1916, Vol. 1, (New
York, Doubleday, Doran and Company, Inc., 1928), pp. 23, 24.

(**) Austen's Memorandum to the Prime Minister, Lansdowne House, 2
August 1914, in: Chamberlain, Austen (Sir), Down the Years, pp. 95, 96;
Albertini, Luigi, The Origins of the War of 1914, Vol. 3, (London,
Oxford University Press, 1952), p. 399.
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(*°) Chamberlain, Austen (Sir), Down the Years, pp. 241-244; Johnson,
Gaynor (Ed.), Peacemaking, Peacemakers and Diplomacy, 1880-1939:
Essays in Honour of Professor Alan Sharp, (Newcastle upon Tyne,
Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2010), p. 84.

(*) Austen Chamberlain to Ida Chamberlain, Thornhill House, 29 June
1919, AC 5/1/132, in: Self, Robert C. (Ed.), op. cit., p. 116.
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Eyck, Erich, A History of the Weimar Republic: From the Locarno
Conference to Hitler's Seizure of Power, Vol. 2, (Massachusetts, Harvard
University Press, 1962), p. 516.
(*®) Austen Chamberlain to Ida Chamberlain, Thornhill House, 29 June
1919, AC 5/1/132, in: Self, Robert C. (Ed.), op. cit., p. 116.
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Engelking, Stephen A. and Dieckmann, Gertha von, The Making of
Prussia: The Work of Johann August Sack and Baron Karl von Stein,
(Texianer Verlag, 2020), p. 386.
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(*®) Austen Chamberlain to Ida Chamberlain, Thornhill House, 29 June

1919, AC 5/1/132, in: Self, Robert C. (Ed.), op. cit., p. 116.
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Johnson, Elizabeth (Ed.), The Collected Writings of John Maynard

Keynes, Volume XVII: Activities 1920-1922, Treaty Revision and

Reconstruction, (London, Macmillan, 1971), p. 11.
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(**) Austen Chamberlain's Note, 28 June 1920, PRO, CID Papers, CAB
4/7, 246-B, in: Grayson, Richard S., Austen Chamberlain and the
Commitment to Europe: British Foreign Policy 1924-1929, (London,
Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2013), pp. 4, 5.

(*) Cabinet Conclusions, 30 June 1920, CAB 23/21, CC 38(20), in:
Grayson, Richard S., op. cit., p. 5.
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