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Abstract:

This research paper explores and analyzes the impact of civil wars that occurred in
ancient Egypt during the Predynastic Period on the evolution of artistic expression.
Amidst the numerous internal conflicts among competing population groups, driven
by economic reasons related to resource control or political ambitions for hegemony
and leadership, the initial features of depicting battle scenes began to take shape in
Egyptian art. This influence is clearly manifested in the decorations that adorned the
material artifacts of that era, ranging from pottery and walls to ceremonial palettes.
Furthermore, three-dimensional models directly related to warfare activities, such as
the model of the Abadiya fortress, have been discovered, in addition to statues depicting
prisoners and enemies in restrained positions, symbolizing victory and defeat. The
impact resulting from these civil wars was not limited to the visual arts alone but
extended to other aspects of material culture, such as the widespread fortification of
urban settlements as a defensive strategy, and the development of handicrafts to meet
military needs through the production of various combat weapons. Overall, the
research concludes that the civil wars in the Predynastic Period represented a
significant turning point that laid the foundations for imbuing the representation of
conflicts in ancient Egyptian artifacts with a historical and documentary character,
reflecting an early awareness among the ancient Egyptians of the importance of
documenting significant events.

Keywords

Civil Wars, Predynastic Period, Nagada, Abadya, Saqqara, Hierakonpolis.
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