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Exploring Representations of Rural Women in
Contemporary Chinese Literature: A Case Study of
Bi Feiyu’s Novel "Corn"
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Abstract

This study centers on Bi Feiyu’s novel Corn as a primary text, exploring
the significant literary theme of rural women’s narratives within the
framework of contemporary Chinese literary criticism. Employing a
methodological approach that combines close textual analysis with cultural
interpretation, the research systematically investigates the lived experiences
of rural women amid China’s socio-historical transformations, the evolution
of their inner worlds, and the reconfiguration of their roles within the social
power structure.

The study begins by contextualizing the unique trajectory of rural
women's representation in Bi Feiyu’s literary corpus from a historical-literary
perspective. It then utilizes narrative analysis to examine the characterization
of the three Wang sisters—Yumi, Yuxiu, and Yuyang—highlighting the
intricate interrelations among their personalities, destinies, and societal roles.
Drawing on multidisciplinary theoretical frameworks, including social
history, cultural criticism, and gender politics, the research delves into the
structural forces shaping the lives of rural women.

Ultimately, the literary value of Corn lies not only in its poignant
portrayal of the existential dilemmas faced by rural women during
modernization, but also in its implicit critique of traditional gender
hierarchies. The study contributes a novel interpretive dimension and a
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valuable theoretical reference point for ongoing scholarship in contemporary
literature, feminist theory, and rural sociology.

Keywords: Contemporary Chinese literature; rural women’s narratives; Bi
Feiyu; Corn; gender politics; social transformation
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