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This research aims to shed light on the contributions of 

Muslim scholars in explaining natural disasters, examining 

both their causes and classifications as found in classical 

Islamic writings on earthquakes, epidemics, famines, storms, 

lightning, and other cosmic phenomena. The study reveals 

that these scholars moved beyond purely religious 

interpretations—such as divine punishment or tests of faith—

to present rational and naturalistic explanations based on 

empirical observation and critical thinking. Earthquakes, for 

example, were attributed to trapped winds beneath the earth’s 

surface; plagues were linked to corrupted air; and famines 

were seen as resulting from ecological imbalances or human 

negligence. 

Moreover, the research highlights the scholars’ keen 

attention to documenting the societal impacts of such 

disasters, as well as their efforts to quantify and describe 

their intensity. This demonstrates an early scientific 

consciousness rooted in a worldview that balances reason 

with revelation. The study underscores the intellectual legacy 

of Muslim scientists in their attempt to understand and 

respond to natural phenomena within an integrated 

epistemological framework. 

. Natural Disasters, Muslim Scholars, Earthquakes, 

Epidemics, Famines, Islamic Scientific Thought, 

Interpretation of Phenomena. 
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